Duterte’s Westside Victim

Derek Kerr spells out the plot against
Westside native Brandon Lee ......

Quentin Kopp

Has some strongly held opinions
about the upcoming election........
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A CALLTO ACTION IS REQUIRED
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it all.

as the

“Now” means now,
report cites the experts’ predic-
tion that a magnitude 6.0 earth-
quake is due before 2043 to hit
the Bay Area with a probability

of 98%. “Aggressively expand”
our high-pressure water system
reminds us that
the entire City is
still not protected
with a  water MElVEII‘
delivery  system
able to suppress
post-earthquake
fires. The last g
time there was

departments to act
now, the response is
conduct

to the City entitled: Act Now Before It Is Too Late:
Aggressively Expand and Enhance Our High-Pres-

T he Civil Grand Jury (CG]J) just issued a report
E sure Emergency Firefighting Water System. The title says

new plan is to use Sunset Reser-
voir’s drinking water to fight fires
in the Sunset and Richmond dis-
tricts, as if that limited amount
of water will be sufficient to fight
all the simultaneous conflagra-
tions after the earthquake. Then

the SFPUC expects

to be able to refill the

‘ ‘ Il'lStEEld Df thE reservoir in 24 hours

dlI‘ECtlI’lg with Hetch Hetchy

water delivered from
167 miles away.

The Mayor
more responded to the
CGqGJ Recommen-

any expansion of studies before deci- dation #2 - to pro-

the underground SjOons are made to tect the entire City
Auxiliary Water kick the can dDWI'l within 15 years with

Supply  System
(AWSS)  was theroad..”
through a 1986 eecccccsce
bond promoted

by then-Mayor Dianne Fein-
stein. Since then, AWSS cover-
age to the western and southern
parts of the City has stopped,
putting 15 neighborhoods in
jeopardy of uncontrollable seis-
mic fires.

Since the great fire of 1906, we
have known exactly what to do to
fight cataclysmic fires after a big
earthquake: build a network of
independent high-pressure pipes
and hydrants and supply the sys-
tem with unlimited amounts of
non-potable water. The auxiliary
system is dedicated exclusively to
fire suppression. San Francisco
is the only City in the United
States that has this unique pro-
tection - or that needs it because
we are next to three faults AND
our City has access to unlimited
water on three sides.

The Mayor and the City
departments continually refuse
to acknowledge that fires that
follow earthquakes are just as
dangerous to the future of San
Francisco as are sea level rise and
climate change. Also, they are in
lockstep with each other to avoid
commitment to covering the
entire City with adequate aux-
iliary infrastructure using non-
potable water for fire protection
as their top priority. The City’s

an emergency water

system plan specify-

ing funding sources

- by stating “com-
mitting to entirely funding a single
program out of context and without
regard for the trade-offs of that com-
mitment would be out of step with
the City’s longstanding and highly
regarded capital planning process
and likely create significant vulner-
abilities elsewhere in the portfolio”
What trade-off project could be
more important than ensuring
that the City is not overwhelmed
by massive conflagrations after
an earthquake?

The Mayor’s response to the
CGJ Recommendation #1 - to
have the City present a detailed
plan by 12/31/20 to the Board of
Supervisors - was to push back
the timeline to 12/31/21 saying
“The City cannot discuss the project
and timeline until the [G.O. Bond]
ESER 2020 plan passes” Presum-
ably if the voters do not pass the
bond, the detailed plan to ensure
that the City is well prepared to
fight fires will be in jeopardy.
This is the kind of bureaucratic
action and limited thinking that
has delayed the AWSS expansion
for the past 33 years. There is no
creative financing beyond asking
the taxpayers for the money.

Instead of the Mayor direct-
ing departments to act now, the

response is to conduct more
Cont. p. 6
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Save Tourism: Movethe Homelessto the Westside?

by Lou Barberini CPA

clearer.

San  Francisco’s
growing and con-
spicuous home-

less population frequently is the
butt of national media ridicule,
enough so that in July
2018 the American
Medical Association
pulled its $40 mil-

lion, five-day con- .
vention from San
Francisco because of
safety concerns for its
members. Our entire
$40 billion tour-
ist industry is cur-
rently threatened by
the City’s years-long
dysfunctional

situation.

plan: Why not hide the
homeless, away from
tourists view, on the Westside of the
city?

Closing Juvenile Hall:

The first step to saving tour-
ism was the Chronicle’s “Vanish-
ing Juvenile Crime Rate” series,
which argued that Juvenile

‘ ‘ Closing Juvenile Hall

han- cisco that have committed serious crimes but need the sup-
dling of its homeless port of their families and communities. These kids would be

the hurried campaign to convert Juvenile Hall to a

If you step back and connect the dots, the reason for
navigation center (homeless shelter) becomes much

Hall was both expensive and

the demographic composi-
tion of arrested juveniles was
not perfectly  proportional

to the demographics of the

shipped off to other counties’ facilities and taken out of San
Here's City Hall’s new Francisco when they need their support networks the most.”
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city. The Chronicle has never
disputed the percentage of
juveniles arrested by the San
Francisco Police Department
(SFPD) directly correlates to
the descriptions made by vic-
tims and 9-1-1 callers. Instead,

2 0000 0000000000000 0 00

would hurt kids in San Fran-

the Chronicle messaged that
arrest ethnic inequities are more
important than the safety of the
public.

Just hours after the series
was published by the Chronicle,
without even questioning the
newspaper’s propaganda, San
Francisco Board of Supervi-
sors Shamann Wal-
ton, Hillary Ronen,
§ and Matt Haney
launched a campaign
to close Juvenile
Hall, culminating
| in a 10-to-1 vote on
Ll June 4 to close it by

= 2021.

& Ironically, within a
month of the Super-
visors’ vote, the van-
ishing juvenile crime
rate resurfaced in
international news
reports that two
people at the Tanfo-
ran Mall were shot
by alleged San Fran-
cisco juveniles, followed by a
very recent San Francisco Juve-
nile Hall graduate allegedly being
involved in the July murder of an
Italian police officer, followed
by the brazen, indiscriminate
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(Vz‘e “No” on SProp. “L,” Fublic Land Re-2 oning!
“Local Control” Excludes Nelghborhood Input

by Patrick Monette-Shaw

C alifornia cities have long been in a protracted
war with the State over who should control
housing decisions. Local control over hous-
ing and land-use policies were at risk, which the State

sought to usurp.

Why would San Francisco
seek to usurp hyperlocal (at the
neighborhood level) input into
local land-use policies? Thats
essentially what Prop E — to re-
zone public land (except parks)

citywide in San ‘ ‘
Francisco — on the
November  ballot Sadl

=
the entire state. Sadly, two bills —
AB-1487 (Assemblyman David
Chiu) and AB-1486 (Assembly-
man Phil Ting) — each contain
provisions to allow privatization
and appropriation of regional

down and withdrew her re-zon-
ing Ordinance, leaving the re-
zoning Ordinance proposed by
four Supervisors on the ballot —
now designated as Prop E — but
without enough time to work out
a compromise to the final ballot
language before going to voters.
Clearly, San Francisco neigh-
borhoods need better means
for controlling land use, not just

0000000000000 000000 00 addlng more hous-

two hills — AB-1487 (Assembly-

ing, and each neigh-
borhood should

seeks to do. Prop E Al Dav1d Chiu) and AB-1485 (Assernblyman have input in con-

makes things worse, Phj] Ting) — each contain provisions to allow

stripping out neigh-
borhood input into

land-use
regarding

trolling
decisions

privatization and appropriation of regional public public and in their

local processes. It lands. Both hills are sitting on Governor Gavin own neighborhoods!

screams: “We don’t
want neighborhood
input”

As the Westside Observer
reported in July 2019, news sur-
faced June 19 that the Elections
Department had received two
dueling ballot measures to re-
zone San Francisco’s public lands:
One submitted by Mayor Breed,
and the second submitted by four
Supervisors (Supervisors Peskin,
Fewer, Walton, and Haney).

Both  proposed measures
reeked of State Senator Scott Wie-
ner’s various legislation designed
to strip and override local plan-
ning rules by fiat, eliminating
local control, like Wiener’s mis-
guided SB-50 attempt to rezone

Newsomss desk awaiting his signature.”
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public lands. Both bills are sitting
on Governor Gavin Newsom’s
desk awaiting his signature.

Developers covet acquiring
public land because it provides
the private affordable housing
industry opportunities for mas-
sive financial gain.

No public hearings were held
prior to placing either of the
dueling measures on the San
Francisco ballot. After the Board
of Supervisors blocked Breed’s
separate Charter change bal-
lot measure on July 11, she was
forced to negotiate with the
Board. Breed eventually backed

Prop.“E’s” Origins
Mayor Breed ini-
tially claimed to
rationalize placing her citywide
re-zoning measure on the ballot,
onlybecause it had taken over two
years to re-zone the Francis Scott
Key Annex on public property to
allow building a teacher housing
project. Breed ignored the fact
that the project was delayed prin-
cipally because design wasn't yet
completed and wasn’t awarded
City funding before July 30, 2019.

Breed’s pretext was laughable.
We debunked Breed’s baseless
and untruthful claim in the West-
side Observer. In July we reported

Cont. p. 6
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Atte'mpted Assassination
by Dr. Derek Kerr

NST HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS. _
—— |—-l TpRis! \%0'

of Westside’s Journalist Brandon Lee

in the northern Philippines. On the way to the Baguio City Hospital, he repeatedly shouted that the

o n August 6, gunmen shot Brandon Lee in the face and back outside his home in Ifugao province

Philippine Army was responsible for the attack. Internal bleeding required transfusions. Numbness
below the waist indicated a spinal cord injury. During surgery to remove a bullet lodged in his jaw, he suffered

several cardiac arrests. Weeks later he is responsive but

Brandon, age 37, is Chinese-American, born and
raised in the Westside, a graduate of Lincoln High
School. His mother, Louise Lee, was an always-help-
ful manager in Laguna Honda Hospitals Medical
Records Department. Inclined toward community
service, he served as a YMCA camp leader. At SF
State University, he pursued Asian-American Studies
under Professor Eric Mar and volunteered with the
Chinese Progressive Association where he met now-
Supervisor Gordon Mar. However, it was his joining
the Filipino Students League that set him on his life’s
path.

In 2010, he moved gm
to the Philippines to K
pursue his  passion;
helping farmers and B8
indigenous people assert s
their rights. He became [
a permanent resident,
married Bernice and
raised their daugh-
ter Jessie, now 8 years
old. Soon, he became a
correspondent for the
Northern Dispatch', an
English-language weekly
news outlet. His articles?
addressed police and
government corruption,
military  depredations
under Martial Law, the

oners, land rights and
environmental justice.
Also, he volunteered

00 0000000000000 0 00 00

‘ ‘ .soldiers had repeatedly appeared at
framing of political pris- |PM offices, asking about Brandon's where-
abouts, office hours, and family members.
In an e-mail to his brother Aaron, Brandon

remains in critical condition with 3 bullets in place.
of the Philippines) is behind the alleged shooting inci-
dent, this is devoid of logic and factual basis as this is
not in the best interests of the government and AFP”.
Instead, Lorenzo proposed that the Communist Party
sponsored Brandon’s shooting, then blamed the mili-
tary “to incite the people of Ifugao”. An investigation
was promised. Contra, the Committee to Protect
Journalists, announced’, “Until President Rodrigo
Duterte shows he is serious about protecting journal-
ists, all the talk about investigations will come to noth-
ing and violent attacks on the press will continue.”
Brandon Lee led a doubly precarious life as a jour-
nalist and an environ-
mental protector. In
April 2019, President
Duterte’s office endan-
gered journalists by tell-
ing® the Manila Times
that reporters  were
“blackening the image
of the President” and
orchestrating a “plot
to oust” him. As for
environmentalists, a
Global Witness report’
titled “Enemies of the
State?” identified the
Philippines as the most
dangerous country for
environmental defend-
ers, with at least 30
murdered in 2018. This
April, our own Board
of Supervisors passed
Resolution 209-19'° con-

wis

as a paralegal for the conveyed worries for the safety of his fam- demning the Duterte-

Ifugao Peasants Move-
ment (IPM). A North-
ern Dispatch open letter?
declared, “The attempt 0000000000000 0000000
on the life of Brandon is to sow fear and to silence
indigenous communities of Ifugao fighting against a
corporate-led hydro-electric project and his colleagues
in the Cordillera people’s mass movement.”

His writing was fearless. In a May, 2014 article
titled; “Phil. Army Desecrates Ifugao Dead,” Bran-
don described how soldiers raided homes of local
farmers at gunpoint and forced them to open the
coffins of dead relatives. Those searches were part of
the Aquino government’s anti-insurgency program
that he labeled “fascist”. That year, Brandon bravely
took over some duties of the IPM paralegal officer
who had been murdered after being tagged by the
Army as a “communist sympathizer”. Per the Inquirer
Northern Luzon*, “In 2015, Lee was among the Ifugao
Peasant Movement members accused by the military
of supporting the New Peoples Army” - the armed
wing of the Philippines Communist Party. A slew of
Facebook threats and vilifications such as “terrorist”
and “communist” ensued. Also, Brandon and 9 col-
leagues were mailed pictures of Ifugao burial blankets
- an implicit death threat. Included were references
to “GTFO” (Get the F—k Out) and “NorCal” - point-
ing to his “outsider” American roots. He described’
all this publicly in 2018, after another colleague who
campaigned against the hydro-electric plant was
assassinated. When Army investigators asked Bran-
don to name his coworkers, he disclosed just two -
those who had been murdered.

In the days and weeks before being shot, soldiers
had repeatedly appeared at IPM offices, asking about
Brandon’s whereabouts, office hours, and family
members. In an e-mail to his brother Aaron, Bran-
don conveyed worries for the safety of his family and
colleagues due to the government surveillance and
harassment. After the shooting, local Army com-
mander Maj. Gen. Pablo Lorenzo stated®; “As regard
the propaganda issue wherein the AFP (Armed Forces

ily and colleagues due to the governmen
surveillance and harassment.”

t sanctioned extra-judicial
killings that had “taken
the lives of 29,000 Fili-
pinos”, including many

dissidents.

Brandons family and friends have stayed with him,
given the ominous intrusions of military personnel
at the hospital. Supervisor Gordon Mar publicly con-
demned the “unconscionable human rights abuses”
that have “left a son of the Sunset District fighting for
his life” Mar also lobbied the US Embassy to afford
Brandon the protections owed to American citizens.
Supervisor Matt Haney flew to the Philippines on a
fact-finding mission and visited Brandon in the hos-
pital. On 9/10/10 the Board of Supervisors unani-
mously passed a Resolution calling for Brandon’s
“immediate evacuation” for medical care, a Congres-
sional investigation, and suspension of US military
aid until his case is resolved. A Go Fund Me cam-
paign'! has been set up to raise money for Brandon’s
medical treatment and repatriation via airlift to San
Francisco.

Dr. Derek Kerr is a San Francisco investigative reporter
Contact: watchdogs@westsideobserver.com

Endnotes

1 https://www.nordis.net/
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letter-to-the-wife-family-and-friends-of-brandon-lee/

4 https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1151027/rights-advocate-attacked-in-
ifugao

5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPnBYacRByQ&feature=youtu.be
6 https://www.nordis.net/2019/08/13/videos/brandon-lee-state-agents-
have-the-motive-to-harm-ipm/

7 https://cpj.org/2019/08/american-journalist-shot-critically-wounded-
in-phi.php

8 https://www.manilatimes.net/2019/04/22/news/headlines/oust-
duterte-plot-bared/543609/543609/

9 https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/environmental-activists/
enemies-state/

10 Resolution 209-19 https:/stbos.org/sites/default/files/r0209-19.pdf
11 https://www.gofundme.com/f/4bfk5-fundraising-for-brandon-lee

MAYOR'’S SALUTE TO
VETERANS PARADE

FISHERMAN’S WHARF
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10 - 11AM

Veterans of Foreign Wars Community Service Project

Supervisor Mar Pushes SFPD for

Better Crime Stats
by Jonathan Farrell

nstances of certain crimes increasing year over year is in
I conflict with SFPD’s public statements claiming these crimes

have declined, according a Sept. 9 press release from Super-
visor Gordon Mars office.

“They did give us data for the past six years,” said legislative
aide Alan Wong, when he spoke with the Westside Observer.
The Supervisor had initially requested crime stats going back
10 years. Public Information Office’s Joseph Tomlinson noted
“Law enforcement agencies do not study general populations
based on age, race, sex, socio-economic position, type of occu-
pation, etc. SFPD is not Pew Research Center or US Census
Bureau. SFPD publicly reports on crimes (basically) what are
committed and where.”
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‘ ‘ In one testimony at the hearing, long-time
Sunset District resident, Sunny Chan said that her
90-year-old mothers home-delivered meals were
being stolen.”

Capt. Falvey had been quoted in the news as saying that his
general crime unit statistics showed a 10 percent drop in home
invasion and burglary between 2015 and 2018. Supervisor Mar
disagreed based on information his office had gathered.

Mar’s staft collected info on over 125 burglaries in 2018, with
as many as 23-29 a month in the Sunset District alone. In his
efforts to work with SFPD, Mar’s request for more specific data
prompted a series of public hearings and town halls, which
caught the attention of the Sunset Beacon. This was only “a first
step” to address the issue of increased burglaries and incidents
of what he called “porch piracies.”

In one testimony at the hearing, long-time Sunset District
resident, Sunny Chan said that her 90-year-old mother’s home-
delivered meals were being stolen. Noting Supervisor Mar’s
concern, Officer Tomlinson said, “The department does not
have evidence that supports the feeling that the Chinese com-
munity is being targeted in residential crimes like package theft,
home burglary, home robbery or ‘hot prowls’ Supervisor Mar’s
district, however, is a residential area with many single-family
homes which makes it attractive to home burglars.”

“According to US Census Data,” he said, “84 percent of Taraval
District households are either Asian, Pacific Islander or White.
Which would mean that it is proportional to have over 50 per-
cent of the victims of residential crimes (hot prowls, home bur-
glaries, home robberies) in the Taraval District involve Asian,
Pacific Islander or White households. Of course the goal of
SEPD is for all residents to feel safe and to have no victims of
residential crimes.”

At the Supervisors’ hearing on April 25, burglaries and break-
ing and entering crimes impacted every ethnicity, not only
Asian/Chinese residents.

Others in the community besides long-time resident Sunny
Chan have been victims of theft and insidious burglaries.

Cont. p. 5
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st O Jwin SFeaks Central Conneil by PU)itch “Buyll

September with a meeting packed with robust discussions of land use, the myr-

The West of Twin Peaks Central Council kicked off their 2019-2020 session in

iad of Assembly and Senate bills on housing, a crime report from the Taraval
station and a discussion of a proposal to build 5-6 very large houses on slide-prone

Edgehill Mountain above Kensington Drive.

President Mark Scardina opened the
meeting at 7:35. and following the roll call
and attaining a quorum invited two mem-
bers of the SFPD’s Taraval Station up to
give the delegates and attendees a quick
report.

The two SFPD officers gave
the delegates a snapshot of
the crime statistics (year over
year) from September 2018 to
2019 (at the Taraval Station).
As of September 11, robber-
ies are down 12%, burglaries
are down 39%, while motor
vehicle thefts are flat to last |§
year, and motor vehicle rob-
beries are up 9%. The officers
stated that most of the vehicle
thefts and robberies occur at
the Stonestown Mall, with
rental cars being targeted
over 90% of the time.

Carolyn Squeri reported that the num-
bers could be a little skewed as it is very
difficult to report a vehicle robbery, as
there have been “more than a few” smash
and grabs in cars in St. Francis Wood.
The officers said that the SFPD doesn't
take reports over the phone. but welcome
online reporting, coming in person to the
Taraval station, or having an officer come
out for an investigation. The officers feel
that 3 or 4 “boost crews” are responsible
for 99% of the break-ins.

Bridget Chernin also spoke to the offi-
cers about homeless people breaking her
irrigation water faucet trying to get water,
and leaving feces in her back yard, and also
noted that dispatch didn't feel it could be
investigated. The Taraval Officers said that
if a citizen doesn’t like the answers they
are getting from dispatch, they can always
ask for a higher up. The website for online
reporting is: www.sanfranciscopolice.
org. It was also noted that the staffing for
the SFPD is still below the targeted staft-
ing numbers as recent academy gradu-
ates only offset the
number of offi-
cers retiring out
of the force. The
officers estimated
that the SFPD is
down  probably
300 officers from
the  guidelines.
They said it is not
only an issue in
SE but all across
California.

The next discussion was a presentation
by WOTPCC President Mark Scardina
about the language and impacts of the five
State Senate and Assembly bills (regarding
land use and Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADU’) that have been signed or are
awaiting signature by the Governor.

AB670 was signed into law on 8/30/19
and has language that appears to make
rules and regulations set by communities
and groups such as HOAs null and void.
The question is whether the CCRs that
have been in place for 100+ years are now
unenforceable and voided by this new leg-
islation. It is an important issue, as these
pieces of legislation achieve the “rezon-
ing” of California across the board, espe-
cially in areas that are currently RH1 and
RH2 zoned. Someone asked, “Do these

A Light and
Sound Experience @ @
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Officers from the Taraval Station had good crime statistic news and some not so much

-
President Scardina explains the various land use bills facing the Senate

Bloom

Night Bloom returns shining brighter this holiday season in a limited
engagement. Reserve tickets now at conservatoryofflowers.org

new laws represent eminent domain and
the taking for value from homeowners?”
These laws allow ADU’s on almost any
parcel as long as the ADU is under 50% of
the square footage of the owner-occupied
home up to 1,200 square feet. One piece of

legislation also allows for the “main” house
on the lot to NOT be owner-occupied
when applying for an ADU permit.

The discussion also focused on the
future plight of Westside seniors, who
make up a large percentage of the popula-
tion of SE but have no developed “single-
story” type of senior apartments for those
who may not need “assisted living”, but are
possibly in a large multi-story home with
challenges such as stairs and mobility.

Matt Chamberlain followed with a recap
of the 1997 landslide on Edgehill Moun-
tain and the instability of the soil on the
slopes. He brought everyone up to date on
the new proposal by a developer to build
6 houses on the slope where Kensington
meets Vasquez. The houses, planned to
be up to 4,500 square feet in size, would
require a very large amount of excavation
and very large pilings and foundations to
be installed to try and stabilize the hillside
under the houses.

The Planning Commission is hav-
ing a preliminary permitting meeting on
September 26 at
4 pm at the SF
Planning Depart-
ment (1650 Mis-
sion Street, Suite
400) to discuss
dl the project. It is
hoped that a large
turnout of con-
cerned residents
will attend the
meeting to voice
their ~ concerns
about this project.

WOTPCC Vice-President Dena Asla-
nian-Williams informed the delegates of a
new law that requires owners of 3 unit (or
larger) parcels to send a letter to and notify
SF qualified housing non-profit organiza-
tions of any intention to sell property.
The nonprofits have 3 days to respond and
28 days to complete financing for purchas-
ing the property. This legislation gives the
non-profits an early-leg up on the general
public.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.

The next meeting of the WOTPCC will be
on Monday, October 28 at 7:30 PM at the
historic Forest Hills Clubhouse. For more
information see the WOTPCC website
(www.westoftwinpeaks.org).

Nov 22 -Jan5
5-11pm

inations Froma SFamer Sipervisor by Ounentin K gpp —

It was H.L. Mencken, the polemicist of my youth and before, who

pronounced: “Democracy is the theory that the common people
know what they want and deserve to get it good and hard” That’s rel-
'~ evant to the November 5 San Francisco election with six ballot measures

and a few contested public office elections. The most important is Dis-

trict Attorney, and I repeat my even stronger recommendation of Nancy
H. Tung, Esq. for that position. The other three candidates show less than stirring dedi-
cation to enforcing criminal laws and respecting police officers who perform danger-
ous tasks in protecting society. These candidates have uttered policies of constraining
San Francisco police in their arduous responsibilities and have miscast, like so many
media commentators, the constitutional place of bail in criminal law. Moreover, they’ve
ignored the subject of City Hall corruption, like the incumbent District Attorney who
secured taxpayer money in 2017 from a compliant Board of Supervisors and Mayor for
his new “Internal Investigation Bureau,” consisting of “six attorneys, six investigators,
and two support staft” and a $2,918,078 budget! (Have you seen prosecution of even
one corruption case by Gascon?)
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There’s no contest for City Attorney,
Public Defender, Sheriff, Treasurer, or
Community College Board. There are
three Board of Education aspirants for
two seats. None will revitalize a governing
board emblemized by disdain for reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance at its meetings.
I've endorsed Ivy Lee for the Commu-
nity College Board and recommend Paul

think Proposition D merits support as a
“mitigation tax” on giant corporations to
lessen traffic congestion, which we suffer
traveling downtown, south of Mission,
19th Avenue, Park Presidio, or the Embar-
cadero. So does Proposition B, which
reorganizes a City Hall department for
disabled people.

I'm pleased to report creation of a new
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‘ ‘ .they've ignored the subject of City Hall corruption, like the
incumbent District Attorney who secured taxpayer money in 2017
from a compliant Board of Supervisors and Mayor for his new
‘Internal Investigation Bureau,” consisting of "six attorneys, six

investigators, and two support staff” and a 52918078 budget!’

Miyamoto for Sheriff and Jose Cisneros
for Treasurer. The Mayor is realistically
unopposed, although I note Joel Ventresca
of the Sunset and my City Hall past is a
candidate. The only supervisoral contest
is in the Haight-Ashbury, outside the pur-
view of this newspaper’s mission. I don’t
know the four candidates, two of whom
espouse “divorcing” streets from autos so
bicyclists can gain complete use!

The most important ballot measure is
Proposition F, spearheaded by former Eth-
ics Commission Chairman Peter Keane,
Jon Gollinger, Friends of Ethics Presi-
dent Larry Bush, and members Charley
Marsteller and Bob Planthold. It achieves
what two Ethics Commissioners refused
to do last year, preventing 2018 submis-
sion of the measure to voters and leading
to Keane’s instantaneous Commission res-
ignation. It requires reporting of campaign
contributions and financial sponsors of
campaign advertisements or, piquantly,
shedding “Sunshine on Dark Money”
Supervisors Mar, Mandelman, Ronen,
Fewer, and Haney sponsored Board of
Supervisors submission to voters. Please
vote “Yes” on E

I recommend voting No on Proposi-
tions A, C, and E. Proposition A con-
stitutes enormous taxpayer debt in the
principal amount of $600,000,000, plus
interest for 30 years thatll add another
80%, for general obligation bonds which
can’t be sold without approval by two-
thirds of those voting. It contains the usual
“citizens committee” to watch how the
money is spent. Such citizen committees
are ineffectual in my decades of observing
them. Proposition C represents a vora-
cious effort by Juul, a multi-million dollar
“e-cigarette” business to induce youth and
adults into addiction. As an opponent of
“big tobacco” during my legislative years,
I've hindered similar efforts and ask vot-
ers to do so now. I recommend “No” on
Proposition E, which benefits, in complex
manner, difficult to understand housing
entities that constantly lobby City Hall. I

political party in California, namely, the
Common Sense Party. Onetime colleagues
Tom Campbell, a former Republican,
Steve Peace, a Democrat, John Pimentel,
a Menlo Park wind energy entrepreneur,
Julie Meier Wright, California Depart-
ment of Commerce director under Gov-
ernor Pete Wilson of San Diego, Dan
Schnur, an Independent like Campbell
and me and Director of the USC School
of Public Policy, and others secured Sec-
retary of State approval in August to begin
collecting 66,000 voter signatures to qual-
ify for California elections in 2020. It's
a party based upon fiscal discipline and
social tolerance. Campbell is Acting Party
Chairman, and Debbie Benray, a natural-
ized citizen formerly from Mexico is Act-
ing Vice Chairwoman. We've amassed
over 15,000 signatures. There’s no dead-
line, but we aspire to qualify in 2020 to
run three or four legislative candidates in
districts without incumbents. After quali-
fication, the Common Sense Party will
hold a convention, adopt a platform, and
elect permanent officers. I cordially invite
membership at jpimentel@whitehatrenew.
com.

As the son and husband of legal immi-
grants, I laud a July letter to the Wall
Street Journal noting that Congress, espe-
cially Democrats, appears ‘determined
to provide taxpayer benefits to illegal
immigrants” A 2015 Rasmussen Report
demonstrated 53% of registered Demo-
crats would allow tax-paying illegal aliens
to vote. That alarms me because another
writer points to local, state, and federal
government costs of providing education,
welfare benefits, healthcare, and deten-
tion to illegal aliens. To enforce immigra-
tion laws doesn’t make us nativists who
favor native residents. We support legal
immigrants, legal immigration and border
control. But, as Henry Adams observed,
“Practical politics consist in ignoring
facts”

Retired former Supervisor, State Senator
and Judge Quentin Kopp lives in District 7.
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73rd GRAND NATIONAL RODEO

Rides into the Cow Palace

Bay Area as the annual Grand National Rodeo, Livestock Exposition and Horse

D ust off your hats and get your spurs on! The Wild, Wild, West returns to the

Show opens at the Cow Palace next week. Now in its 72nd year, the Grand
National Rodeo will celebrate the time-honored tradition of America’s West by present-
ing the best of the best in the competitive sport of rodeo.

The two-weekend event, October 11-12
and 18-19, features traditional rodeo
events including bareback riding, steer
wrestling, team roping, saddle bronc rid-
ing, tie-down roping, bull riding and bar-
rel racing.

During the livestock exposition, real
farm equipment and animals are on site
with interactive displays to learn about
how food is grown. Exhibitors will show
cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, and rabbits, along
with photography and fine art inspired by
agriculture and western lifestyle.

Other highlights include:

First Responder Fridays, October 11" and
18" — All First Responders with a valid
professional badge/ID can receive up to
four (4) free tickets to Friday nights only.
Redeem at the box office.
PRCA Rodeo show 7:30-9:30pm, nightly
Western marketplace daily from 2 -11 pm
Classic Western BBQ with down-home
comfort food
Nightly LIVE music by Country Music
Singer Chad Bushnell.
Equestrian competitions
“Tough Enough to Wear Pink” day in
support of breast cancer awareness month
Military Day (GNR partners with organi-
zations that provide services for Veterans)
Mechanical bull rides and more!

Ticket prices are $25 for adults Dress Cir-
cle, $45 for Box Seats and $14 for children

and seniors, and can be purchased online
at www.grandnationalrodeo.com or in-
person at the box office. Although tickets
must be purchased for the Grand National
Rodeo in the main arena, the Livestock
Exposition, Horse Show, Interactive Agri-
cultural Area, and Marketplace are FREE
and open to the public. For more details
visitwww.cowpalace.com or contact info@
cowpalace.com or call 415-414-4100.

The Cow Palace is located at 2600 ®

Geneva Avenue, in Daly City.

About the Grand National Rodeo:

The Cow Palace was built in 1941 as
the 1-A District Agricultural Association,
and as part of its mission produces the
annual Grand National Livestock Expo-
sition, Horse Show and Rodeo. It is the
West’s most prestigious western lifestyle
event attracting thousands of participants
and fans from seven western states.www.
grandnationalrodeo.com

The Cow Palace Arena & Event Center
serves as a venue for a variety of events
including concerts, festivals, exhibi-
tions, consumer shows, trade shows and
sports; as well as a variety of community,
religious and charitable events. Now cel-
ebrating their 77th anniversary, the Cow
Palace continues to serve the needs of the
San Francisco Bay Area, and the State of

California.

www.cowpalace.com

We don’t just live in the community, we invest in our community. It’s our belief

that real estate isn’t just about buildings - it’s about the people inside and the

lives they build. Vanguard Properties has been gay-owned and operated since

1985. We have supported many of our community programs, that focus on the

LGBT+ community.

Kevin K. Ho Esa. | 415.297.7462
kho@vanguardsf.com BRE# 01875957

Jonathan McNarry | 415.215.4393
jbm@vanguardsf.com BRE# 01747295

KevinandJonathan.com

VANGUARD
PROPERTIES

vanguardproperties.com
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B ELLEN LEE

San Francisco has a
$12.3 billion budget.

If you don’t like what you see in this city,

vote for Ellen Lee Zhou for Mayor.
Ellen has the practical experience to resolve
San Francisco’s ongoing problems —
we don't have to live like this.

San Francisco Voters Guide — Mayoral Election

Ellen Lee Zhou, public servant since 2004,
proposes common-sense traditional
family solutions to social problems.

London N. Breed, a public servant since 2012,
her failing policies are a big part of the City'’s
many problems.

San Francisco is famous for homelessness, illegal drugs and violence. London Breed is incapable
orunwilling, to advance solutions to these long-standing problems. As Mayor, Ellen Lee Zhou
will dean up the City and fight for common-sense results. It is time for a change.

London N.
Breed

Ellen Lee
Zhou

1. Support law enforcement to arrest criminals and drug dealers. YES NO
2. (reate programs to make 50,000 empty apartments available to teachers and SF families. YES NO
3. Support whistleblowers, fight corruption and hold public servants accountable. YES NO
4.Top-to-bottom audit of the City’s checkbook and reduce the bloated government. YES NO
5. Protect tenants rights and property ownership and local controls over development. YES NO
6. Sanctuary City protections for felons and criminals. NO YES
7. Protect parental rights from abusive policies. YES NO
8. Protect the homeless from drugs and heal with love and hope. YES NO
9. Help empty storefront owners to regain their businesses. YES NO
10. Reduce the City’s abusive power over residents. YES NO

Paid for by Ellen Lee Zhou for Mayor 2019 | FPPC# 1414996 Financial disclosures available at sfethics.org



Time for a Change?

s it time for the Water-Power-Sewer department (SFPUC, San Francisco
Public Utilities Commission) to consider hiring a new General Manager?

Today and for the past seven years the GM
position has been and is occupied by Harlan
Kelly. Under Kelly SFPUC has nearly completed
the $4.9 billion program to renew the water sys-
tem, and has begun an $8 billion renewal of our
sewer system. CleanPowerSF has been formed to
provide greener power (electricity) to San Fran-
cisco. These are impressive accomplishments.

But time takes its toll. Circumstances change.
A leader for one time may not be optimal for
another.

Kelly and SFPUC are no strangers to procras-
tination. The agency he presently leads, and the
city, can ill afford costly delays.

The largest project of sewer
system renewal, building new
digesters, is off to a bad start.

CUtittes < W atch

the water system renewal,

within the City family. He soon

got in trouble by repainting his brand new SUV
at a cost of more than $5000. While a second
chance for this peccadillo was warranted, it is not
forgotten.

Kelly serves at the pleasure of the Commission.
Commissioners are given their positions by the
mayor as a political plum. Absent direction from
the mayor, it is probably unlikely that the Com-
mission will take the initiative. But it should.

Civic organizations benefit from periodic
renewal.

Today challenges abound. A $2.5 billion offer

has been made to acquire

‘mthe largest PrDjEEt Df PG&E power facilities in

the City. This would require
major expansion of an already

Right out of the box the bil- Calaveras Dam. This ]Elh ig large organization. The City

lion dollar job is delayed a
year, at least. If we get it done

we should consider ourselves

still not complete. By its end
at a loss of less than a billion Will have overrun by more

and PG&E have been in liti-
gation for years. Whatever
deal is made, expect pay-back.
Will PG&E’s best employees

MER VACATION.
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than five years, and more
then $300 million; it has

lucky. Too, there will be delay
in having new up-to-date

be transferred to the City?
Should the deal go through,

digesters. With each month of rore than doubled in cost.”

delay there is risk that the old

ones fail, causing damage and

more expense. As it is, the new digesters are only
sufficient until 2045, for less than twenty years.

The delay to digesters comes on top of the long
delay to the largest project of the water system
renewal, Calaveras Dam. This job is still not
complete. By its end will have overrun by more
than five years, and more then $300 million; it
has more than doubled in cost.

In addition to project delays there is dealing
with problems within the agency. Or rather fail-
ure to deal with same. It is alleged in a legal com-
plaint that one of Kelly’s employees wrongfully
terminated an older, black employee three days
before his probationary period expired. Further
detailed allegations of this complaint paint a grim
picture of employment within Kelly’s SFPUC. If
allegations are even partly true, there are reasons
to question his stewardship.

More questions are raised in the area of com-
munity benefits. These are payments, usually
through contractors, to organizations said to be
doing good works in San Francisco. Under Kel-
ly’s leadership the employee in charge, one who
has had her troubles with ethics and been fined,
has remained in charge despite questions and
allegations. Community benefits are too easy to
corrupt; special diligence is wanted.

In 2003 Kelly came to the organization from

Crime Stats (Cont. fromp.2)

General contractor Charlie Vaughan of Buteo
Builders and some of his crew said that he and
his crew have been victims of repeated thefts.
Some of the thefts resulted in the loss of tools
and equipment over the past year costing up
to $80,000. He noted that while empathetic,
few SFPD investigators followed up. Taking
initiative, Vaughan said he and his crew pro-
vided surveillance video of a perpetrator’s car
and license plate, and at one point followed a
suspect-perpetrator to what Vaughan presumed
was a hangout of thieves near the Caltrans sta-
tion at 4™ Street, downtown. “It seems there is
a head to this snake (of burglary cases)...” said
Vaughan, but catching and prosecuting culprits
should not be the job of ordinary citizens.

The fear that victims are being ignored and
that possible hate crimes have occurred pops
up several times in the hearing. According to
Officer Tomlinson, “Law Enforcement agen-
cies pursue suspects and crime trends related
to those suspects. SFPD is driven by crime pat-
terns and building strategies related to those
crime patterns,” Tomlinson said. “Law Enforce-
ment’s primary concern is around the suspects
committing crimes. While basic victim demo-
graphic information may currently be captured
in incident reports, there is no crime enforce-
ment reason to create and publish reports
around that data”

“Hate Crimes are not separate, distinct
crimes, but rather traditional offenses moti-
vated by offender’s bias,” according to the
Criminal Justice Information Services Division

not only will City employees
service your power outage,
but also new employees, hired
in a tight labor market, when cost of housing
nearby is high, will do the servicing.

The State has announced plans to seize a por-
tion of the City’s Sierra water supply. While
SFPUC continues to try to talk the State out of
some of this water grab (to protect fish), hoping
for a Voluntary Agreement, SFPUC’s customers
are already whipping the agency into line to find
replacement water.

Kelly seems tired. One sees that in his
demeanor during Commission meetings. Work
is likely to grow harder with the $8 billion sewer
renewal program, including the already delayed
digesters, and possibly a whole new set of electri-
cal facilities and employees to manage. It is time
to review options.

If removal were desired, the procedure seems
to be that the mayor recommends removal of
a department head to the Commission, which
acts within thirty days. Then the Commission
submits at least three qualified candidates for
replacement, and the mayor chooses or rejects;
BOS may nix on two-thirds vote. Kelly’s employ-
ment contract is at-will.

Steve Lawrence is a Westside resident and SF Pub-
lic Utility Commission stalwart. Feedback: law-
rence@westsideobserver.com

UCR Hate Crime Data Collection Manual. Hate
crime is an enhancement to a crime and is not
considered a crime that the SFPD online Dash-
boards report. SFPD reports hate crimes to the
FBI via Uniform Crime Reports annual report-
ing (delegated by the Attorney General).”

Mar’s hearing in highlighted an increase in
blatant burglaries in the Avenues. He men-
tioned that increased home delivery and
online shopping, has also increased theft from
porches, doorsteps and mailboxes. Better tech-
nology, tracking and statistics of these incidents
will bring culprits to justice, Mar observed.
Supervisor Mar is currently drafting legislation
to require SFPD to report these statistics annu-
ally with additional categories, including race,
gender identity, age, sexual orientation, dis-
ability status, and religious preference, and has
also funded new programs to expand security
cameras and safe package delivery. “Better data
means better strategies. 'm concerned it took
so long for us to get this data, and that it doesn’t
seem to match what SFPD has been saying. Now
that we have it, we need to keep tracking these
numbers going forward, and work together and
in solidarity with all the communities impacted
by crime, including and especially the African
American community;” said Mar.

Mar will continue to meet with stakehold-
ers in the community for feedback on what
they would like SFPD to provide in their crime
statistics data.“At this point a draft of the pro-
posed legislation could be finalized sometime
in November;,” Wong said.

Jonathan Farrell is a local reporter.

lert! Alert! This is a test. This is only a test. A test
Aof the Congressional Re-Arrival Warning System.

Residents of the District of Colombia should remain on the look-
out for male and female politicians walking the streets disguised as normal
citizens. Although expert at camouflage, they can be recognized, notably

by the crisp lines of their plumage, consisting mostly of dark business suits,
but also by the incessant habit of spending every waking hour dialing dis-

trict donors for dark dirty dollars.

The second week of September
traditionally when all 535 members
of the 116th Congress reconvene,
ostensibly refreshed for the arduous
33 days of work scheduled between
now and Thanksgiving.

Caution: Do not approach or
attempt to interact with these seem-
ingly mild-mannered bureaucrats,
as they are often irritable and unpre-

Donald Trump Jr. took a hurri-
cane-tracking course in order to
better advise his father.

National Security Advisor John
Bolton got his talons sharpened.

Beto O’Rourke spent 3 weeks in
physical therapy learning to talk
with his hands stapled to the out-
side of his thighs.

Wisconsin Congressman James

Caution: Do not approach or attemnpt to interact with

these seemingly mild-mannered bureaucrats, as they
are often irritable and unpredictable after spending
lengthy periods amongst family and constituents, depend-

ing on which vacational ventures were undertaken.

dictable after spending lengthy
periods amongst family and con-
stituents, depending on which vaca-
tional ventures were undertaken.

Fortunately, through a complex
network of research grants, inter-
net searches and educated guesses,
we here at Durstco were able to
determine the recreational activi-
ties engaged in by many of Amer-
ica’s movers and shakers these past
couple of months and are proud to
present them now in a feature we
like to call: HOW THEY SPENT
THEIR SUMMER VACATIONS.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell went to vocabulary
camp, learning how to say “no” in
23 different languages.

Vice President Joe Biden trav-
eled to Switzerland for a charisma
implant but, alas, his system rejected
it and the donor died.

Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth
Warren binge-watched all 8 seasons
of Game of Thrones. But didn’t get
it.

President Donald Trump man-
aged to bring his golf handicap
below his body temperature for the
first time since contracting malaria.
Malaria, not Melania.

Vice President Mike Pence spent
a lot of time being seen reading the
Bible in the presence of his wife.

Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders
held a series of mock debates with
himself and lost to Kamala Harris
every time.

Former Congressman Mark San-
ford hiked another Appalachian
Trail where he was hit by a bolt of
Republican lightning.

Sensenbrenner achieved higher
consciousness after two weeks in an
Oneida sweat lodge.

Eric Trump was sent on a month-
long snipe hunt by White House
handlers.

Andrew Yang practiced casting a
reflection in a mirror.

Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi had a sleep-over at Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez’s house and the
two got into a pillow fight resulting
in 2 broken lamps and a quick trip
to the emergency room.

Cory Booker added Antonio
Brown to his fantasy football team.

Marianne Williamson presented
a spirited defense of her Summer
League Competitive Yoga title.

Tom Steyer built a phone tree
filled with recalcitrant billionaires.

Amy Klobuchar organized sen-
sitivity training retreats in various
yurts around northern Minnesota.

Mayor Pete Buttigieg baked and
froze a series of casseroles for the
South Bend Indiana Police Lodge’s
Annual Autumn Pot-Luck Dinner.

And finally, Melania, not malaria,
Melania Trump wandered the
Northern Mediterranean Coast
scoping out possible new rich
daddies for Barron.

Will Durst is an award-winning,
nationally acclaimed comedian, col-
umnist, and former bus boy at the
Bright Angel Lodge in Grand Can-
yon. Columns, commentaries and
personal appearances please visit
willdurst.com.the Improv @ Harvey's
Lake Tahoe, visit willdurst.com.
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Westside’s Fire System (Cont. fromp. 1)

studies before decisions are made, to kick
the can down the road, and to fit the proj-
ects into the next 10 year capital plan,
thereby delaying AWSS planning until
December 2021. Then, we have to wait in
line for the AWSS number to come up for
funding through G.O. bonds. We already
know how, what, and where to build the
pipeline network; we just need the leader-
ship to explore state and federal funding
sources to deliver completed citywide proj-
ects without more delays.

Mayor Edwin Lee knew how to get
things done. On September 27, 2017 he
issued Executive Directive 17-02, effective
immediately and to remain in place until
rescinded, “charging all City Departments to
work collaboratively toward faster approvals
for housing development projects..” and to
develop a plan and implementation out-
line. He charged departments with submit-
ting to him by December 1, 2017 a plan
outlining the needed process improvement
measures. He demanded action in 65 days
after issuing the order and that included
the Thanksgiving holidays.

The Mayor Lee level of leadership is

what the Civil Grand Jury is asking for.
I remind everyone that we put a man on
the moon in ten years after President Ken-
nedy made that a goal. We should not have
to wait until 2049 before we finish build-
ing out a citywide plumbing network with
three non-potable water pump stations.

The City is in grave danger of facing a
major earthquake with fires without the
means to save lives and property. We have
wasted valuable time over the past 33 years
not preparing for this certainty. A call to
action is required now. Tell Mayor London
Breed to provide the leadership expected
of her to protect the City now, by issu-
ing an Executive Directive to charge all
City Departments to work collaboratively
to submit to her by December 31, 2019 a
plan, funding sources, and implementa-
tion outline for project completion by
2030, making the AWSS expansion with
unlimited water the City’s top priority. No
more excuses!

Nancy Wuerfel is a government fiscal ana-
lyst and served as a member of the Park,
Recreation, Open Space Advisory Commit-
tee (PROSAC) for 9 years.

0 EMERGENCY

Donors of all blood types, races and ethnicities needed

The American Red Cross urges people of all races and ethnicities to give blood or plate-
lets to help increase the diversity of the blood supply.

The vast majority of blood types fall into one of the major blood groups. However, for
patients with rare blood types or those who receive regular blood transfusions, blood
must be matched closely - beyond the primary A, B, O and AB blood types - to reduce
the risk of developing complications from transfusion therapy. The best match may be

someone of the same racial or ethnic group.

San Francisco
2/8/:10 am - 4 pm, DOXIMITY, 500 3rd Street, #510
2/19/: 10 am - 4 pm, American Red Cross Bay Area Chapter, 1667 Market St.
2/22/: 12 p.m. - 5 pm, Lighthouse for the Blind, 1155 Market St, Room 1064

American
Red Cross

Blood
Services
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Local Controls (Cont.fromp. 1)

that re-zoning — even if zoning changes
take 6 to 12 months — occurs during Envi-
ronmental Review while the developer
works simultaneously on detailed design,
permitting, and financing that can take
up to 24 months. Eliminating re-zoning
will not shorten the 24-month concurrent
processes.

In our September! article, even Supervi-
sor Shamann Walton (D-10) noted on July
11, 2019 that the Annex should have been
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streamlining the City’s permitting pro-
cesses, which explains, in part, why Breed
placed her competing measure to re-zone
public lands citywide in one fell swoop to
allow housing on public parcels.

After all, True helped craft the AB-1487
provision to allow privatization, appro-
priation, and exploitation of the region’s
public lands.

Bronstein noted that acquiring public
land presents key opportunities for devel-
opers to defer land acquisition costs, pro-

Awarding public land so private developers can enhance prof-
its is against the interests of the people

re-zoned “a couple of years ago.” Walton
added, “We should not be giving away pub-
licly owned land for market rate develop-
ments calling it affordable teacher housing”

The Board promised trailing legislation
would be written to reconcile differences
between the two dueling measures. Now at
the end of September, no trailing legisla-
tion has been presented during Board of
Supervisors hearings. Adding to the insult
that no public hearings were held before-
hand, voters will also likely not see the
trailing legislation before voting on Prop E.

Still unclear is whether developers will
be given public land at no cost, whether
they’ll purchase land outright at market-
rates (income to the City), or if they’ll
get long-term leases of the land. The bal-
lot measure contains no discussion of
whether developers will acquire public
lands through fee simple sale, long-term
ground lease, or prices below market-rate
appraisal value. That issue wasn't even
included in the ballot measure, and a City
Hall source thinks the issue won't be clari-
fied in the trailing legislation, either

It’s also unclear if the re-zoning measure
will eliminate full CEQA review on each
project, or whether the CEQA reviews
will remain on a case-by-case basis. That
likely also won't be addressed in the trail-
ing legislation, which may focus only on
a peripheral issue involving 50% pass-
through to tenants.

Prop E could deprive your ability and
rights to improve projects through local
jurisdiction appeal process hearings and
may eliminate the Planning Commis-
sion’s discretionary review process to alter,
change, or disapprove re-zoning of each
parcel zoned “P - Public”

Alphanumeric State Soup

Seven recent State legislative bills aim
at eliminating local control over land-use
and housing decisions. Two are discussed
here briefly:

AB-1487, San Francisco Bay Area Hous-
ing Development Financing, Assembly-
member David Chiu, Assembly District 17,
co-authored by Senator Wiener. AB-1487
would allow for Bay Area regional bal-
lot measures to raise money for afford-
able housing, perhaps through a parcel
tax, gross receipts tax, employee head tax,
commercial linkage fees, and bonds, or a
combination of the sources.

Zelda Bronstein published a terrific
article? exploring AB-1487. I highly rec-
ommend reading her in-depth article.
She noted pro-growth advocates view the
bill as an opportunity to “facilitate the pri-
vate appropriation and exploitation of the
regions public lands”

Bronstein uncovered documents that
show in early December 2018 the MTC
and San Francisco Foundation helped
fund a secret 42-person delegate, three-
day junket to New York City, including
Assemblyman Chiu and Chiu’s then-Chief
of Staff, Judson True. The trip claimed to
be “a learning session on New York’s hous-
ing funding and finance system?”

Bronstein reported that shortly after
True returned from the New York jaunt,
Mayor Breed announced on December
18 that she was appointing him as her
Director of Housing Delivery. [True earned
$108,084 in 2018 as Chiu’s Chief of staff;
his salary working for Breed starting
January 2019 jumped to $188,000 annu-
ally.] True’s job for Breed mainly involves

vides a possibility of receiving discounted
land prices, and a chance to leverage the
public land contribution or discount as a
“local match” for competitive funding pro-
grams — all for financial gain — by acquir-
ing land through fee simple sale, long-term
ground lease, or prices below market-rate
appraisal value.

Mayor Breed reportedly supports
AB-1487. It was submitted to Governor
Newsom for signature, which he will likely
sign into law.

AB-1486, Surplus Land, Assembly-
member Phil Ting, Assembly District 19,
co-authored by Senator Nancy Skinner.
AB-1486 is designed to ease privatization
of public land, mirroring AB-1487’s goal
of facilitating the private-sector appropria-
tion of regional public land.

AB-1486 will require public agencies to
offer their “surplus” land for development
before leasing their property. It requires
local agencies to offer the right of first
refusal to affordable housing developers,
schools, and parks before selling, leasing,
or otherwise conveying their public land.

It was submitted to the Governor, which
he may also sign into law.

Prop E Ain't Necessary

Planning Department staffer AnMarie
Rogers has noted that public land must
be rezoned for residential uses, re-zoning
to a density zone of RH-2 or greater. But
Prop E doesn’t actually re-zone the Public
land from “P - Public” to RH-2 or above;
it simply expands Planning Code Section
211.1 by adding a new subparagraph “(i)”
to expand principally-permitted uses in “P
Zones” to include residential uses for 100%
Affordable or Educator Housing projects.
“P Zones” currently prohibit residential
housing of any type.

Proponents assert Prop E “unlocks” and
“repurposes” public “underutilized” lands
to build affordable housing.

City Supervisors have already allowed
placing housing on parcels zoned “Public”
via case-by-case variances or creating Pub-
lic Use Districts. Prop E ain’t necessary!

San Franciscos 2006 voter guide
included former City Attorney Louise
Renne’s paid argument against Prop D to
re-zone Laguna Honda Hospital, arguing
it would permit private facilities on public
lands. Calvin Welch’s argument against D
worried it might allow private developers
to build for-profit facilities on public land
in public use districts.

Awarding public land so private develop-
ers can enhance profits is against the inter-
ests of the people.

Keep public lands in neighborhoods” —
people’s — hands. Vote “No” on Prop E.

The expanded version of this article
available at stopLHHdownsize.com con-
tains additional brief discussion of SB-728,
SB-50, SB-167, SB-330, SB-592, AB-1487,
and AB-1486, four of which Senator Wiener
authored or co-authored.

Monette-Shaw is a columnist for San Fran-
ciscos Westside Observer newspaper, and a
member of the California First Amendment
Coalition (FAC) and the ACLU. He operates
stopLHHdownsize.com. Contact him at
monette-shaw@westsideobserver.com.

Endnotes

1. www.westsideobserver.com/news/patrick.
html#sep19

2. 48hills.org/2019/08/facebook-money-pushes
-chiu-housing-bill/
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Homeless Center (Cont.fromp. 1)

August rush hour shooting on Mar-
ket Street involving at least one alleged
juvenile (captured on KTVU). Vanish-
ing juvenile crime rate?
After Identifying Homeless Centric Zones,
Ignore Reality

The second step to saving San Fran-
ciscos tourism was to sell the conver-

sion of Tuvenile Hall

HSOC Zones and Navigation Center Locations
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into a homeless center. In the August 27,
2019 Chronicle, District Attorney (DA)
candidate Leif Dautch stated his desire
for repurposing Juvenile Hall into a 150-
bed mental health treatment center.

Consider the illogic of Dautch’s hypoc-
risy of not rewarding a homeless shelter
to his own Cow Hollow neighborhood,
and instead gifting it to the Westside. In
January 2018, the City recognized and
mapped the five most homeless-centric
population “zones” in the city and orga-
nized the Healthy Streets Operation Cen-
ter (HSOC) to provide services to those
concentrations of homeless. The HSOC
maps cover just nine-square-miles of the
49-square mile city.

This initial City survey of the most
concentrated homeless “zones” perfectly
matches the nationally-famous “poop
maps”

Comparing the HSOC “zones” and
“poop map” confirms few homeless folks
are living on the streets anywhere near
Juvenile Hall.

San Francisco’s current homeless
“zones” share three necessary common
requirements:

1. All the zones are proximate to com-
mercial retail stores, where larceny and
successful panhandling can, and does,
occur.

2. With the slight exception of the
Castro, all of the zones are in flat, low-
lying areas conducive to moving one’s
belongings.

3. The zones are close to either BART
or MUNT lines, with direct connections
to other homeless zones.

Although Juvenile Hall does have
a commercial area % of a mile away, it
misses the other two important require-
ments: 1) The facility is at 565 feet in alti-
tude, and 2) There are no direct MUNI
lines connecting to other homeless
zones. By contrast, given the potential
for extending the Central Subway to the
Marina, Dautch’s Cow Hollow neighbor-
hood is obviously a much superior site
than Juvenile Hall for building a home-
less shelter.

All of the above make the unexplain-
able rush to create a large homeless shel-
ter where the homeless currently don’t

congregate — and to completely contra-
dict the entire 2018 HSOC surveys and
the two-year HSOC manpower surge —
rather curious. By connecting these dots,
it points to a city trying to protect tour-
ism by exporting the homeless through
designating Juvenile Hall a magnet
facility.

Typically-Amateurish SFPD Crime Statistics

A new homeless shelter on Woodside
Avenue should be of concern
to Westside residents because
it will expose children attend-
ing St. Brendan’s Elementary
School (three-tenths a mile
away) and Ruth Asawa School
of the Arts students directly
across the street, to both the
mentally unstable and sub-
stance abusers committing
larcenies to support their
habits.

To assuage the fears of resi-
dents inheriting the increased
crime of the City’s homeless
migration ~ strategies, both
Director Jeff Kositsky of the
Department of Homeless-
ness and Supportive Hous-
ing (HSH) and Mayor London
Breed recently issued identical
public statements:

“In general, we know the
data shows there is no link
between the creation of a Nav-
igation Center and an increase
in crime in the surrounding
area.

Identical public record
requests were submitted to
both Kositsky and the Mayor
requesting the crime data they
had cited.

The Mayor’s office imme-
diately provided the SFPD crime data
and the email chain transmitting the
data. HSH mysteriously contends it
somehow received the SFPD crime data
with absolutely no accompanying email
communications. Evidently, the data just
fell out of the sky onto Kositsky’s desk.

There were many glaring problems
with the “in general” crime stats SFPD
assembled:

1. SFPD’s stats compared crimes that
occurred within % of a mile (660 feet)
to % of a mile (1,320 feet) for only four
of existing homeless Navigation Cen-
ters. This ridiculously small distance
assumes the homeless are mobile enough
to arrive at the proposed Juvenile Hall
facility via walking or several MUNI
transfers, but are incapable of wander-
ing more than 1,320 feet from the facil-
ity. The Juvenile Hall campus itself
exceeds 660 feet in length!

2. SFPD double-counted crime stats
that occurred within 660 feet of a Navi-
gation Center with crimes that occurred
between 660 feet and 1,320 feet. Thus,
the crimes within the 1,320 feet radius
are definitely an inaccurate number.

3. SFPD aggregated some Navigation
Center data using 12-month periods
with other Centers using 4-month peri-
ods of data. When grouped together, this
means the 4-month periods were incor-
rectly given the same weight as 12-month
periods, skewing data results.

4. The SFPD crime stats included all
crime statistics, many of which aren’t ger-
mane to the homeless, because larcenies
are, by far, the most frequent crime com-
mitted by the homeless.

5. Crime is seasonal, with increased
crime occurring during the tourist sea-
son and Christmas. For the Bryant Street
Navigation Center, SFPD compared the
last two months of 2018 when San Fran-
cisco received two inches of rain to the
first two months of 2019, when we expe-
rienced 8.8 inches (400% more) of rain
that suppressed crime.

To account for seasonality, a real
statistician would have compared Jan-
uary/February 2018 to January/Febru-
ary 2019. Applying this professional
comparison to the Central Waterfront
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Don’t Be Juuled.

Here is a short quiz that tests your
analytical abilities.
Ready?

Imagine a company whose mission is “to
improve the lives of the world’s one billion
adult smokers by eliminating cigarettes”.
Now guess who owns a big stake in this
company?

A. Healthy California

B. One of the world’s largest producers
and marketers of tobacco, cigarettes and
related products.

If you guessed “Healthy California’,
you've been Juuled.

Ready for another one?

Now imagine a campaign promising to
“stop youth vaping” in San Francisco—
with ads like this:

Who is a major funder?

A. Healthy California

B. A vaping company whose stockhold-
ers include some of the world’s largest pro-
ducers and marketers of tobacco, cigarettes
and related products?

If you picked “Healthy California’
you've been Juuled—again.

Do you see a pattern here?

Now we come to the serious part. There
really is a measure on the San Francisco
ballot on vaping.

And guess who is pouring millions of
dollars into the YES campaign? That San
Francisco based vaping company owned
in large part by big tobacco.

While lots of funding is coming from
Juul, you wouldn’t know it from reading
the proponent’s argument in the ballot
pamphlet.

C

Vapor Products

Shall the City overtumn the law passed by the Board of Supervisors
suspending the sale of electronic cigarettes until they receive FDA
authorization, and adopt new regulations on the sale, manufacture,
distribution and advertising of electronic cigarettes in San Francisco?

Navigation Center at 600 25" Street
shows larcenies increased 78% after the
shelter was opened, not the 33% decrease
for all crimes within & of a mile reported
to the Mayor and Kositsky.

6. Importantly, SFPD did not provide
the Mayor or Kositsky crime data sur-
rounding the fifth Navigation Center at
the Civic Center, the City’s longest-oper-
ated Center in a known high-crime area.
A“Solution”That Solves Nothing:

Media reports show three DA candi-
dates Chesa Boudin, Suzie Loftus, and
Leif Dautch all support closure of Juvenile
Hall.

The fourth DA candidate, Nancy Tung,
does not support the conversion stating:
“Creating a navigation center/mental
health center at Juvenile Hall doesn’t solve
the issues we have. Mental health beds
are going unused at SFGH already and
the City hasn’t done enough to use the
laws we have on the books to get people
into treatment. Moving the problem to
the Westside doesn't change anything,
unless homeless people are accepting
treatment for mental health or drug
issues [because] theyre not mandated
into treatment now.”

“Closing Juvenile Hall would hurt

° o0

o oo
° o0

Who signed the propo-
nents’ ballot argument? Not
Juul. It is signed by that well
known organization, the “Coalition for
Reasonable Vaping Regulation, Including
Neighborhood Grocers”, a committee cre-
ated to support Prop. C.

Hmmm. Wonder why.

You need to read the footnotes in the
ballot pamphlet to find out what is really
happening.

Paid Argument IN FAVOR of Proposi-
tion C

Over and over it says:

The true source|s] of funds for the printing fee of this argu-
mant:¥es an C - Coalition for Reasonable Vaping Rogulation,

Tha thres largast contributars 1o tha frud Source resipiant
committes: 1 Juul Labs, 2, Chingse Amencan Democratic
Club, 3. Kedth Baraka.

So just one more question:

How would you vote if you were knew:

Proposition C is funded by Juul

Proposition C is opposed by the Ameri-
can Heart Association, American Cancer
Society Cancer Action Network Tobacco-
Free Kids Action Fund, San Francisco-
Marin Medical Society, Mayor London
Breed.

Don't be Juuled. Here is my vote:

REBIG
TOBACCO

Children’s advocate Carol Kocivar lives in the
Westside: kocivar@westsideobserver.com

YES ()
NO ()

kids in San Francisco that have com-
mitted serious crimes but need the sup-
port of their families and communities.
These kids would be shipped off to other
counties’ facilities and taken out of San
Francisco when they need their support
networks the most. The worst part is that
we would be putting the burden of trav-
elling to whatever far flung place on the
families of these kids.”

It is completely nonsensical to decen-
tralize treatment, services, food, and
staffing throughout our gridlocked,
dense city. Yet when Mayor Breed is pro-
vided fake crime stats and homeless zone
surveys that contradict themselves from
one year to the next; how can we expect
the mayor to see the absurdity of convert-
ing Juvenile Hall to a homeless shelter
where there is no homeless problem?

Full Disclosure: The author has contrib-
uted to Ms. Tungs campaign for D.A.

Lou Barberini spent 21 years with SFPD
after working for a Big Four firm and as a

financial advisor. He has an MBA in Taxa-

tion, the AICPA’s Financial Specialist des-
ignation, and currently provides fiduciary
retirement planning and investment ser-
vices through Nich Capital Partners. He can
be reached at lou.barberini@gmail.com
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— Taraval Station Community Meeting —
Tuesday, September 17 « 6 pm — 7 pm at Taraval Police Station - taraval.org
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Sunday | September 1
Battery

1:21 am | 400 Plymouth Ave

A man was walking home when he was
approached by the suspect who asked for
money and cigarettes. He said “no” before
continuing to walk away, and the suspect
slapped him and walked away.

Stolen Vehicle - Arrested

6:34 pm | Dorantes Ave & Cortes Ave

A man said his car was stolen and that it
was being followed by a witness and his
wife. Officers found the car abandoned
and the suspect. With positive identifica-
tion, the suspect was arrested.

Tuesday | September 3

Robbery

7:43 am | 25th Ave & Irving St

A woman was on her way home when the
suspect demanded her purse while hold-
ing a fake BB gun. When she refused, a
struggle ensued in which she fell and was
dragged along the ground until the suspect
fled with the purse.

Thursday | September 5

Assault

4:17 pm | Wawona St & 24th Ave

A dog walker said she was working with a
client’s dog when the suspect began video
recording her on a cell phone, claiming she
was mistreating the dog. When she pushed
the his phone away, he began punching
and kicking her.

Saturday | September 7

Package theft - Cited
8:53 am | 700 Judah St

A man said his package was just stolen and
provided a security video of the incident.
Officers found the suspect who was no
longer in possession of the package, but
a nearby search located the package and
items in a portable toilet. He was cited.

Burglary - Shoplifting

4:05 pm | 3200 20th Ave

The witness said the suspects, who were
observed taking a laptop from a display
area at the same time SF State Police
received a call regarding two people, with
matching descriptions, knocking on a
Parkmerced resident’s door—asking for
help. Oftficers found and detained them,
and one was cited and other was arrested.
Traffic Collision - DUI - Arrested

P\

NOVEMBER 5, 20

TARAVAL STATION Cri

me Report
2:45 am | 19th Ave & Sloat Blvd

Officers were driving across 19th Avenue
when a car, traveling along Sloat Avenue,
collided with them. Determining he was
intoxicated, the driver was arrested. The

officers were admitted to a hospital with
minor injuries.

Monday | September 9

Stolen Vehicle - Arrested

5:56 pm | 17th Ave & Taraval St

The witness suspected that a car, stalled in
the middle of the road did not belong to
the suspect and the suspect asked for help
to push it to the side of the road. The sus-
pect told responding officers he found the
car in a field with the key inside when it
was determined that the suspect did not
have a license, he was arrested.

Wednesday | September 11

Burglary - Marijuana Cultivation
5:28 pm | 300 Lakeview Ave

A witness saw three suspects, all wearing
masks, run out of a building. Officers con-
ducted a safety check inside the building
and found a large amount of marijuana
growing inside the home.

Friday | September 13

Assault with a Gun - Arrested

11:58 am | 3200 Serrano Dr

A man said the suspect, who owed him
money pulled a gun, put a bullet in the
chamber and pointing it at him. Officers
detained the suspect, who t was arrested.
Attempted Robbery

7:23 pm | 00 Harold Ave

A woman was walking when two suspects
walking past suddenly pushed her on to
the ground while the other unsuccessfully
pulled on her purse. She screamed for help
and both suspects fled.

Sunday | September 15

Traffic Collision - Hit & Run - Trans-
porting Marijuana
7:13 pm | 19th Ave & Judah St

The witness said a speeding car rear ended
another car, then struck a home and sev-
eral other parked cars—narrowly missing
a pedestrian, who jumped to avoid being
hit. The driver and passenger fled. A check
revealed it was a rental car and a search
found a large amount of cash and mari-
juana inside. It was towed.

Robbery with a Gun

12:10 am | Shields St & Ramsell St
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The victim said he to a friend of a friend’s
house when two suspects took personal
items from his pocket while one suspect
held a gun, putting it in his face several
times. Then they took his keys to open the
trunk and stole his marijuana then fled.

Monday | September 16

Robbery

5:54 pm | 1700 Great Hwy

An employee for a medical marijuana
delivery service, said she was at the deliv-
ery location when the suspect asked if she
worked for the delivery service and then
demanded the package of marijuana, then
pepper sprayed her and stole the package.

Tuesday | September 17

Robbery

7:45 pm | 3200 20th Ave

A man was standing in front of the mall
when six or seven suspects demanded his
money. He said he didn’t have any money
and they pushed him down and kicked
him, reached into his pockets, then fled
with the stolen property.

Wednesday | September 18

Shooting Into a Home

1:26 am | 200 Font Blvd

A woman said she was asleep on her couch
when somebody knocked on her door.
She ignored it, but walked upstairs to her
bedroom and saw a parked car and two
suspects standing outside. Then she heard
loud noises — like fireworks. When she
investigated later, there were holes in her
downstairs walls.

Thursday | September 19

Theft form a Vehicle - Stolen property
5:51 am | 25th Ave & Eucalyptus Dr
Hearing a suspicious banging noise from
the street, a man reported a suspect break-
ing into cars when he saw the suspect
standing at the back of a car with a shat-
tered window. Officers found the suspect
and retrieved property belonging to the
witness, inside the suspect’s vehicle. Fur-
ther investigation revealed that the suspect
was also involved in an earlier incident of
robbery. The suspect was arrested.

Friday | September 20

abwsr Partner

W'EETSIDE@BSER\FER .......................................................................... . October 2019

Breaking Windows

9:45 pm | 1900 29th Ave

A man said he had been speaking to the
victim about his broken window when the
suspect walked by. He asked the suspect if
he knew anything about the broken win-
dow and the suspect admitted he broke the
window—then threw a glass bottle down.
He was arrested.

Monday | September 23

Robbery - Arrest

6:59 pm | Ocean Ave & Plymouth Ave

A man at a MUNI bus stop was checking
his phone when the suspect walked up and
snatched at it. in a struggle a second sus-
pect appeared to help, then they fled with
the stolen phone. Officers detained the
suspects and they were arrested.

Tuesday | September 24

Battery

11:29 pm | 1300 46th Ave

A woman was in front of a store when the
suspect approached and pushed her, and
she fell to the floor. The suspect then fled.

Wednesday | September 25

Vehicle Burglary - Stolen Property
5:33 pm | Junipero Serra & Stratford Dr
The witness reported a suspect inside a
car, putting items into a bag before fleeing.
Officers found him and stolen property in
his possession. He was arrested.

Thursday | September 26

Stolen Vehicle - Resisting Arrest
8:00 pm | Ocean Ave & Capitol Ave

A victim told officers he was following
behind his stolen car. Officers found the
car and stopped and arrested the suspect.

Friday | September 27

Stolen Vehicle - Evading Police Officer
11:18 pm Jules Ave & Ocean Ave
A driver left his car running to pick some-
thing up. The suspect drove off. Officers
failed to stop the speeding car until it hit
another car. They arrested the suspect.
Editors Note: This feature is an abbrevi-
ated version of the Taraval Police Report
found at www.taraval.org
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Call to Action

Save Juvenile Hall
by George Wooding

estside neighborhoods, schools, churches, and businesses
need to stop the San Francisco Board of Supervisors (BOS)

......................................................................................

from closing down the Youth Guidance Center (YGC) and converting it into

a Navigation Center.

The Juvenile Probation Department’s
calendar year 2018 Annual Report shows
there were 695 bookings (detentions)
of minors — involving just 331 separate
individuals — into Juvenile Hall. Of the
331, 269 were booked only once, 39 were
booked twice, 10 were booked three times,
and 13 were booked four or more times.

The 269 booked only once represents
81.3% of the 331; the remaining 62 booked
multiple times represents an 18.7% recidi-
vist rate during a single year.

Of the bookings, 259 of were not for
new crime offenses, but for other reasons
such as probation violations, home super-
vision violations, warrants, court-ordered
holds, in-custody transfer cases from other
jurisdictions, etc. The remaining 436 YGC
bookings were for Part I or Part II crimes
listed in the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting
nomenclature.

Of the 436 bookings, 326 (75%) involved
Part I crimes, which are felonies; the
remaining 110 (25%) were Part II crimes
that can be booked as felonies or misde-
meanors. Of the 326 Part I crimes, 164
(50%) involved robbery, 59 (18%) were
burglaries, and 53 (16%) involved aggra-
vated assault. Two of the 326 Part I crimes
were booked as willful homicide. Of the
110 Part II bookings, a total of 61 (55%)
involved weapons offenses, assault/battery,
or drug abuse violations, including narcot-
ics (not marijuana).

In 2018, the YGC averaged housing
40 juvenile offenders a day; each stays
an average of 23 days. The 695 bookings
in 2018 involved at least 15,985 nights of
services.

— —

A view of the Division Circle Navigation Center, Photos courtesy of Sprung Structures

Mayor London Breed appointed a task
force to plan for the future uses of the
YGC for juveniles after the San Francisco
Chronicle published' a series of articles
titled “Vanishing Violence?” The articles
showed juvenile felony crime had fallen
86% between 1980 and 2016.

How could this massive drop in Juvenile
crime happen, the report pondered? No
explanation was put forward or answered.

Many believe a combination of new state
laws to reduce felonies to misdemean-
ors and San Franciscos permissive pros-
ecution rates have decreased the YGC’s
population.

San Francisco has the highest crime rate
among the 20 largest cities in the country.
Burglary, larceny, shoplifting, and vandal-
ism are included in this category. The rate
of car break-ins is out of control: In 2017
over 30,000 reports were filed. Other low-
level offenses — including drug dealing,
street harassment, encampments, inde-
cent exposure, public intoxication, simple
assault, and disorderly conduct — are also
rampant. Mercifully, crime is slightly on
the decline in 2019.

All of this crime, yet the YGC popula-
tion continues to fall.

California law enforcement blames
much of the crime wave on Proposition

47, which in 2014 downgraded posses-
sion of illegal narcotics for personal use
and theft of anything p=
under $950 in value
from felonies to mis-
demeanors. Theft is
indisputably boom-
ing, and narcotics
activity is epidemic
on sidewalks, parks,
and playgrounds.

When City police 5=
now catch youths =
committing crimes,
the minor is given
what amounts to a
parking ticket for
their offense. The
next day, the minor
may be back out on
the streets commit-
ting additional crimes. In San Francisco,
youth crime is a revolving door, with few
juvenile offenders being prosecuted.

The lack of enforcement for these crimes
is a conscious choice by the D.A’s office,

900 0000000000000 00000000000000000 o

‘ ‘ The City needs this facility for offending-youth rehabilitation.
There are many mare wayward youth — at least 331 involved in 635
bookings in 2018 alone. With a strong District Attorney, the YGC pop-
ulation will increase. If we don't write to City supervisors in protest,
%8B0 million will have gone upin smake and the YGC will soon become

of public safety. As such, judges, probation
officers, and other practitioners must weigh
the benefits and consequences of its use. The
highest JH census thus far this year was on
01/22/2019”

Nance also testified, “Closing the existing
facility without a clear alternative denies
these marginalized, disenfranchised, and
vulnerable youths, the very interventions
collectively designed to meet their needs”?

He also wrote that African American

Aview inside one of the tents at the Division Circle Navigation Center, which houses 126 homeless

and LatinX youth would be impacted the
most. The more than two-thirds reduction
in juvenile court referrals is a clear indi-
cation that our youth are better off today
than a decade ago. Since closing the cur-

an $80 million homeless Navigation Center”

not always a limitation in existing law. A
stay at the YGC could help many of our

- =w young offenders
&8 through rehabili-
g tation. Thankfully,
current D.A.
¥ George Gascon
- has  announced
his retirement.

The  historic
closure of San
Francisco Juvenile
Hall (by 2021)
does not have the
support of Dis-
trict Attorney
candidate Nancy
Tung. According
to Mission Local,
Tung stated” that
“The problem that
I have with closing down our secured facili-
ties (YGC) completely is that there are still
going to be minors [who] are found by a
judge that need confinement ...” Tung also
worried about “farming out” convicted
minors outside of their communities.

Although critics keep stating that there
are 150 beds at YGC, the facility was only
designed to house 79 offending youth. The
rooms are extremely small.

According to testimony® submitted
by Chief Probation Officer Allen Nance
to the BOS on May 14, 2019 prior to the
Board’s June 4 vote to close the YGC, “The
rooms designed for two youths can hardly
be characterized as ideally suited for two
teens given their size and the presence of a
toilet which the youths would be expected
to use in the presence of their peers. For the
past five years, all youth in SF’s juvenile hall
are on single room status.”

Nance further testified, “Most youths
involved in San Francisco’s juvenile justice
system do not require secure custody. How-
evet, for the approximately 40 youths housed
at Juvenile Hall on any given day, the facility
represents a safe, secure, nurturing and nec-
essary environment where their needs can
be assessed, and a plan for their return to
the community can be developed, meeting
their best interests and in the furtherance

rent Juvenile Hall does not eliminate the
county’s obligation to detain juveniles,
we can ill-afford to suffer a gap between
the closure of the existing facility and the
creation of an equally effective alternative.
It has been discussed that the need would
not exceed 15 beds. It is unclear how this
number was determined, nor is there clar-
ity as to the manner in which youth clas-
sification and housing requirements will
be met as promulgated by the Board of
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State and Community Corrections in state
regulations Title 15 and Title 24.

Chief Nance’s testimony noted that of 50
juveniles in the YGC on March 31, 2019,
30 (60%) were there for felony offenses.

Probation officials responded to the
BOS 10-to-1 vote for YGC closure by
offering a new plan called “Commitment
to Success.”

The “Commitment to Success” proposal
targets male offending juveniles age 16 to
18, and would require youths to spend at
least six months in the maximum secu-
rity setting, participating in a range of
programs including anger management,
financial literacy, health education, voca-
tional training and social skills develop-
ment, according to an overview submitted
to the Juvenile Probation Commission.

The program would target young peo-
ple who have escalating criminal behavior
and for whom other interventions have
failed.

A rehabilitative program in juvenile
hall would fill the void, probation officials
said, providing an alternative to out-of-
state placements and long-term sentences
to juvenile hall — a facility designed for
short-term stays.

Within two months, the BOS passed
legislation on June 4 with a veto-proof
vote of 10-to-1 to get rid of the YGC. Only
District 2 Supervisor Catherine Stefani
voted against closing the YGC. What were
the other Supervisors thinking?

A confidential source has stated Breed
was “furious” that the vote was designed
to undermine her own YGC Task Force.
Breed was against the YGC closure and
stated, “she is concerned that if juvenile
hall is closed, San Francisco would have
to send young people to another county
when a judge orders detention.”

The BOS — particularly Hillary Ronen
(D-8), Matt Haney D-6) and Shamann
Walton (D-10) — were ecstatic. San Fran-
cisco is now the first major municipality
in the country to close its Youth Guid-
ance Center. Another BOS farce involv-
ing “political correctness” — albeit, minus
common sense.

The qualified or unqualified San Fran-
cisco non-profits who work with troubled
youth are also ecstatic at the windfall lar-
gess in City money that they now may
receive. San Francisco taxpayers will sub-
sidize these non-profits’ high costs and fee

Cont. p. 10

Co-hosted by Awaken Wellness Chiropractic and Sharon Caren
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BEST
health
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Experience the Best Natural Health Solutions
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acupuncture,
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Your Best Health Fair features the best natural health
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Join us in creating community around health and wellness
through face-to-face sharing, sampling products and learning
about health solutions in a fun and informative environment.

Order raffle tickets to benefit The Pacifica Historical Society

in preserving the beauty of The Little Brown Church.

nutrition, reiki,
transformational coaching
and more

Be Sure to RSVP and Bring a Friend!

RSVP & Get Raffle Tickets Today:

BestHealthFair.Com

Benefit for The Little Brown Church NO
Additional raffle tickets may be purchased at the door
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This land is your land . ..

ur National Forest
System comprises
over 188 million

acres of forests, all of them
managed by the U.S. Forest
Service (USFS). About 20

million acres of those for-
ests are in California. Since
1980 the Forest Service has
been required to come up
with plans every 15 years
to manage them. These &
plans are the best oppor- j
tunity for public input into
how our forests are man- &

aged. Recently, the plans for two nearby forests you may have visited, the Sierra and
Sequoia National Forests (2.1 million acres combined, stretching from Yosemite almost

to Bakersfield), were under review.

Faced with the complexity of dealing
with 2.1 million acres of forests, streams,
watersheds, and habitats, I contacted Vicky
Hoover,alocal Sierra Clubmember. Hoover
has been involved with the Sierra Club
since the 1960’s, working on issues from
planning
Califor-

ing the Alaska and ¥
Wilderness  news-
letters.  Nowadays [l
she employs her &
considerable energy *
working to get more [
support in Con-
gress for two bills
to fund deferred
maintenance in our &
national parks and
to expand protected
wilderness areas. But she also keeps up
with our California forests.

What is a forest plan supposed to do?
The 2012 Planning Rule for our forests
“requires that land management plans
provide for ecological sustainability and
contribute to social and economic sus-
tainability, using public input and the best
available scientific information to inform
plan decisions. The rule contains a strong
emphasis on protecting and enhancing

Save YGC (Cont.fromp.9)

increases.

Obviously, the BOS wants the YGC
building for other purposes. Construction
of Juvenile Hall was funded using Certifi-
cates of Participation (COP’), not bond
money. City Hall can issue COP’s without
voter approval. The 30-year COP’s were
issued in September 2003 for $41.96 mil-
lion, plus $37.5 million in interest, for a
total of $79.5 million, which won't be paid
off until June 2034. The building was com-
pleted in 2007 to be a juvenile detention
center, not a Navigation Center for the
homeless.

Navigation Centers are different from
traditional homeless shelters in that they
have few barriers to entry and intensive
case management. Unlike traditional
shelters, people with partners, pets, and
possessions are welcome at Navigation
Centers. Drug users and alcoholics are
also welcome. Clean syringes are passed
out freely and often.

Homeless shelter residents aren’t pris-
oners and have total access to surround-
ing neighborhoods. Locating a Navigation
Center at the YGC will allow easy access
to Westside schools, neighborhoods, busi-
nesses, and churches.

Former Mayor Willie Brown was quick
to state in his September 7 San Francisco
Chronicle column* Time to Help SFs
Homeless: “Heres a thought: San Fran-
ciscos progressives appear committed to
cutting back on the number of people incar-
cerated in the city’s justice system. Weve

water resources, restoring land and water
ecosystems, and providing ecological con-
ditions to support the diversity of plant
and animal communities, while providing
for ecosystem services and multiple uses”
The specific goals of the current forest
plans for the Sequoia and Sierra forests
are described in detail in the Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact
Statement (EIS)
released in June for
public review. The

bt Draft EIS presented
a range of alterna-
~ tives for managing
both forests and
analyzed the envi-
ronmental, social,
and economic effects of the plans. A Draft
EIS was first published two years ago,
but after much public comment, the For-
est Service decided that the plans needed
revision. As a result, the current Draft EIS
has more information on fire management
(not a surprise given the events of the last
two years), ecological integrity, and sus-
tainable recreation and designated areas.
The Draft EIS outlined five alternatives
— five choices for the direction that the

into Navigation Centers.”

The BOS are also scheming to replace
San Francisco’s troubled youth with a Nav-
igation Center homeless population. This
population bait-and-switcheroo must be
done quietly and out of public view. The
BOS wants to appear blameless. Replacing
troubled youth with the homeless is noth-
ing to be proud of. It's cowardly.

Now, with no plan for the care of San
Francisco’s juvenile offenders in place, the
BOS is vaguely mumbling about keeping
offending youth in the community and
building another “hidden” YGC for the
more violent offenders. Many of these
Juvenile offenders will undoubtedly be
shipped out of county, away from their
families, at substantial tax-payer expense.

Please help save San Franciscos YGC.
The City needs this facility for offend-
ing-youth rehabilitation. There are many
more wayward youth — at least 331
involved in 695 bookings in 2018 alone.
With a strong District Attorney, the YGC
population will increase. If we don’t write
to City supervisors in protest, $80 million
will have gone up in smoke and the YGC
will soon become an $80 million homeless
Navigation Center.

George Wooding, Neighborhood Emeritus

Endnotes

1 projects.sfchronicle.com/2019/vanishing-violence/
2 missionlocal.org/2019/05/district-attorney-candi-
dates-cross-swords-in-the-mission/

3 sfgov.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=72251
88&GUID=3165791E-D5C1-4D53-AC63-F86CD-
B3A18F7

Forest Service will go in its care and feed-
ing of these forests. 'm not going to go
into them here — they’re all in the (1,900
plus) pages of the report (as well as addi-
tional reports for background data.) How-

ever, it is clear that a great o

many people have spent a
lot of time trying to figure
out what would be the best
approach to protecting the
major resource that is our |
forests.

Reading the Draft EIS is
of course the preferable way
to learn about this plan. But
most people, short of the §
serious forest fanciers, have i
neither the time nor the background to do
this effectively. So I turned to Hoover for
her suggestions.

The wilderness designation is the stron-
gest protection our laws offer for keep-
ing lands wild. Hoover wants to see more
wilderness areas added to the National
Forests. She sup-
ports Alternative
C, Passive Resto-
ration, and that
this alternative be
strengthened by
recommending

se00c0c0c0cecescscecee tiONn,
‘ ‘ The wilderness designation is
the strongest protection our laws offer te report closed
for keeping lands wild..With our pop-
ulation and development pressures

wildflower displays and hiking trails. This
could become part of a brand new South
Fork Merced Wilderness. Adjacent to the
Sequoia National Forest, the Domeland
Wilderness West Addition provides a more
ali o remote wilderness experi-
ence, with pinyon-covered
mountains and flowing
| streams, challenging terrain,
and mixed vegetation.
Other suggestions: For
the Sequoia National For-
est, Hoover recommended
also adding the Golden
Trout Wilderness Addition,
Stormy Canyon, Oat Moun-
h | tain and Cannell Peak.
For the Sierra National Forest, the most
important areas to recommend as wil-
derness were the Kings River-Monarch
Wilderness Addition and Devils Gulch-
Ferguson Ridge. And we might as well
throw in Sycamore Springs, the San Joa-
quin River-Ansel Adams Wilderness Addi-
and Bear
Mountain.

LW

Comment on

on September 26,
2019, before we
' could get this to

that more areas the sooner we can preserve our wild press. But there

be protected as Jandg the hetter it will

wilderness. With . »
our population JENErations.

and deVelOpment0000.0.000.00‘0-.0..1

pressures, the sooner we can preserve our
wild lands, the better it will be for future
generations.

Congress has to designate the lands, but
the forest plans are the first place to start
this process. If a government agency such
as the Forest Service recommends the
addition of wilderness lands, then those
recommendations weigh heavily with
Congress. According to Hoover, these two
new plans are woefully skimpy on any wil-
derness recommendations.

Here are just a few of the areas that
are worthy of wilderness designation.
In the Sierra National Forest, the Hite

Cove Trail area is known for its beautiful

STERLING ART CHI TECH SALON

be for future i always more to
do. To learn more

about the next
steps and what
you can do to keep our forests safe, contact
Vicky Hoover at vicky.hoover@sierraclub.
org

According to Hoover, “No one can
do everything, but everyone can do
something”

Katherine Howard is a local open space and
environmental advocate.

“This land is your land and this land is
my land

From California to the New York island

From the redwood forest to the Gulf
Stream waters

This land was made for you and me.”

Woody Guthrie

Fa// CELEBRATION

SUNDAY OCTOBER 13TH

4 www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/williesworld/
article/Time-to-help-SF-s-homeless-and-time-to-
get-14421005.php?psid=peLOe

156 REINA DEL MAR AVENUE.
PACIFICA, CA. 94044

FOR MORE INFO, CALL 650.219 5776 OR
EMAIL

even set a 2021 closure date for juvenile
hall. So let’s turn it and underused jail space
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San Francisco and all Hospitals Need to Provide
Subacute SNF Care for San Franciscans NOW

by Dr. Teresa Palmer

ing Care has to leave the county. Subacute Skilled Nursing Care is an intensive

S ince at least 2016, any San Francisco resident who requires Subacute Skilled Nurs-

form of long term care for people who require ventilators and other forms of
complex nursing care to survive. It is best done in a hospital setting, as those who need
this care can get critically ill quickly and then need to go straight to an intensive care

unit.

The last Subacute SNF in San Francisco
was at St. Luke’s Hospital run by CPMC/
Sutter. In 2012 the corporation shut down
admissions from outside its hospitals for
those needing subacute care. In 2016-2017
all new admissions stopped, and Subacute
SNF and regular SNF patients were pres-
sured to leave, as a prelude to total shut-
down of these units, in anticipation of
a new hospital that would not offer this
service.

In late 2017, CPMC/Sutter grudg-
ingly agreed to care for remaining Sub-
acute SNF patients
at CPMC Davies

(until they died or ‘ ‘ .the 17

SNF beds in San Francisco under public-
private partnerships with facility and
financial support proportionately pro-
vided and contributed by private sector
entities. This has been a slow process with
a delay due to the change in Medical Dire-
tors at the Department of Public Health.
This must go forward quickly. Co-opera-
tion from all hospitals, whose patients will
use the service, is currently incomplete
(thus the need for legislation and commu-
nity pressure.)
By opening the total 70 Subacute SNF
beds that San Fran-
ciscans need, we will

) 0000000000000 000

remaining patients prevent the danger-

left) after an intense were transferred from St Lukes ous exile from fam-

family/community
outcry. In 2018, 17

to Davies. Eight have now died,

ily and community
in this most vulner-

spaces were retro- and one was EliSEhElI‘gEd home able part of a life

fitted in the CPMC
Davies SNF unit,
and the 17 remain-

readmission  to

The discharged patient required journey. This has

subacute SNF

been going on since
2016. Enough is

ing patients were carg, which CPMC/Davies refused enough.

transferred from St.
Lukes to  Davies.

died, and one was 1d find.”
could 1na.
discharged home.

The discharged
patient required readmission to subacute
SNF care, which CPMC/Davies refused
to provide, and is now in Sacramento, the
closest unit the family could find.

Just this year, Department of Public
Health has restarted an effort to identify
and secure adequate numbers of Subacute

to provide, and is now in Sacra-
Eight have now Mentn, the closest unit the family

The Board of
Supervisors  must
generate and sup-
port legislation to
force institutional
co-operation  with
identifying and collecting data on all
out-of-county transfers of San Francis-
cans from hospitals and post-acute set-
ting (including SNFs, RCFES, SROs, and
behavioral health acute, subacute and
residential settings) due to inadequate
availability of safe long-term care settings

00000000060 OCGCOGONSNOSNOIDS

1. PROP E WILL MAKE IT EASIER & FASTER TO BUILD AFFORDABLE HOUSING BY:

® Rezoning publicly owned land & large lots to allow 100% AHordable Housing—opening up new
opportunities to build affordable housing citywide without touching public parks or demalishing existing

housing

* Streamlining 100% AHordable Housing & Educator Housing—requiring that projects be approved

within a strict imeline

2. PROP E WILL HOUSE TEACHERS & THEIR FAMILIES IN THE COMMUNITIES

THEY SERVE BY:

® Rezoning school district & City College land to allow for housing dedicated to SFUSD & CCSF employees
® Piloting an Educator Housing program with dedicated funding in Prop A's affordable housing bond

AFFORDABLE HOMES
=TEACHERS & FAMILIES

3. PROPE & PROP A WORK TOGETHER:

* Prop E provides the land to make it easier & faster to build affordable housing throughout the City, &
Prop A provides the funding to house low- to middle income seniors, families & educators

Learn more at www.affordablecommunitiesnow.com

in San Francisco. This data is needed to

determine the real gap in services in San
Francisco to those in need.

PROFIT MOTIVE: At St. Luke’s, CPMC/Sut-
ter shut down its Subacute SNF beds to
increase its profit margin and serve fewer
Medi-Cal patients. This had nothing to do
with the need by people for such beds in
San Francisco. Most long-term subacute
care patients are on Medi-Cal. Charity
care reports show that CPMC’s Medi-Cal
shortfall is less in 2017 compared to 2013,
with the drop almost in half for St. Lukes.
The drop in the Medi-Cal shortfall rep-
resents a reduction in the number of and
services provided to Medi-Cal patients. In
2016-2017, CPMC/Sutter stopped admit-
ting new patients to the 40 bed Subacute
SNF at St. Luke’s and began to push for
transfers of these remaining very sick
patients out-of-county since there was
no in-county Subacute SNF elsewhere.
NOTHING in the 2013 CPMC/Sutter
development agreement required the
shutdown of its hospital-based subacute
SNF and other regular SNFs, although
CPMC/Sutter has repeatedly implied this.
The closures were a success financially, as
CPMC/Sutters revenue has continually

risen. The move was purely to enhance
profitability despite CPMC/Sutter’s non-
profit status.

HIGH DEATH RATE: It is important to ascer-
tain that there is adequate and safe staffing
at CPMC Davies Subacute SNF for those
left alive.

It is of note that the initial plans for
transfer from St. Luke’s to Davies in 2018
were so disorderly that the families had
to call the State to mediate and make sure
patient safety and family counseling and
notification were adequate.

The death rate at CPMC/Davies is
very high considering that many of these
patients lived for many years at St. Luke>s
hospital. Aside from the reality of transfer
trauma in these delicate people, quality of
care at Davies is an issue. RNs at Davies
are not unionized and so have limited
whistleblower protections. Families and
skilled observers note that it is difficult
to recruit LVNs and RNs for a tempo-
rary (but very skilled) placement like this.
Staffing appears overly lean with very
green licensed staff and a lot of disconti-
nuity. Managerial staff have been unable
to tell us what training the staff has been

Cont. p. 12
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The illusion of oversight is worse than no oversight

by Brian Browne

created in 2002 by Proposition P. It was intended to provide independent over-

T he independent (supposedly) Revenue Bond Oversight Committee (RBOC) was

sight of all revenue bonds issued by the SFPUC. Before 2002 all revenue bonds
issued by the SFPUC had to be approved by the voters. In 2002 Proposition E transferred
that right to the Board of Supervisors for water and sewerage revenue bonds (we the
people need to recover this right). In 2018 Proposition A gave the RBOC the right to
allow the SFPUC to approve of all Hetch Hetchy power bonds issued by the SFPUC, and
oversight over water and sewer bonds and authority to issue Hetch Hetchy power bonds.

As a member of the RBOC I was con-
tinually marginalized and ignored by my
committee. This effective process to nullify
my responsibilities to the ratepayers caused
me to seek an outlet with the 4th Estate;
mainly the valiant and courageous Westside
Observer.

Through Sunshine I found an email from
Charles Perl (Deputy Director — Finance
SFPUC) to Aimee Brown (then Chair of
the independent RBOC), dated Septem-
ber 08, 2011 2.54 PM, entitled “Response
to Browne article;” which read; “I think it
would be best to coordinate with our com-
munications staff who are already working
on a draft response. Mike (Mike Brown,
SFPUC) please work with Aimee (Brown)
to coordinate a conference-call in the next
few days for the 4 of us. Thks. Charles Perl
415-215-37867 On September 8, 2011, at
2.42 PM, Aimee Brown had written, “Can
we schedule a time to discuss. I think I
want to put in at least a small response to
some points and want to know what you
are doing so we don't cover the same topics.
Give me some times that are good for you.
Thanks. Aimee”

I found these exchanges noxious to the
concept of an independent oversight body.
This was clear cooperation by the regulator
with the regulated. In writing 2002’s Propo-
sition P (creating the RBOC) we absolutely
intended that there could be no collusion.
There were many other incidents that a per-
son somewhat versed in statistics could not
statistically ignore (If it looks like a duck...).
For me the above type actions were just the
tip of the derailed iceberg. The RBOC was
birthed in good will and high expectations
by Rich Bodisco’s Infrastructure Taskforce.
A major disappointment.

Kevin Cheng was appointed to the Rev-
enue Bond Oversight Committee on May
19, 2010. He remains in place as of 9/19/19.
He has never been reappointed. When I
questioned the City Attorney about this
situation; I received the following response.

“A request that a department answer
a question or series of questions is not
a public record request, and neither the
Public Records Act nor the Sunshine Ordi-
nance require a department to reply to

Subacute Care (Cont.fromp. 11)

given. There appear to be even more inad-
equate staff physically on the unit during
breaks and hard-to-fill shifts. As these
patients live with tracheostomies, very fre-
quent suctioning is needed. Alert patients
have complained that the call bell is not
answered, and those patients unable to call
are at even higher risk.

At a minimum, CPMC/Sutter should
obtain the licensing for and staff 17 per-
manent Subacute SNF beds at Davies.
The rooms already have been retrofit-
ted. Recruitment of permanent and well-
trained dedicated staff will lower the death
rate, increase patient safety, and prevent
other San Franciscans from out-of-county
transfer for this service. As the Department
of Public Health estimates that 70 Subacute
SNF beds are needed in San Francisco, this

We're On The Webik-
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written interrogatories” (Good Govern-
ment Guide' at p. 89.) Nevertheless, as a
courtesy we are responding to your ques-
tion as follows. Charter Section 4.101.5
imposes a 60-day holdover limit on
members of Charter-created boards and
commissions. The RBOC was created by
initiative ordinance, as codified in Admin-
istrative Code Chapter 5, Article V, and
therefore is not a Charter body subject to
Charter Section 4.101.5% limitations. The
language in Administrative Code Sec-
tion 5.33 does not impose any limitations
on holdovers following expiration of their
term.

Accordingly, the common law doctrine
of holdover applies to the RBOC, which
means that its members may continue to
serve following the expiration of their term
until such time as the appointing author-
ity appoints a new member and that new
member assumes office”

I responded to the City Attorney that in
writing term-limits into Proposition P, we
meant two four-year terms. Not two four
years terms and 1 day, etc. Certainly not one
nine-year term without being reappointed.

The RBOC must be disbanded immedi-
ately along with possibly other like regu-
latory failures. The illusion of oversight is
worse than no oversight. Far worse. In a
mayoral debate, then candidate Tony Hall,
who put Proposition P on the ballot, said
the RBOC was acting illegally. Supervi-
sor Hall regarded Proposition P as the
jewel in his extensive crown of legislative
achievements.

The RBOC will probably oversee the
expenditure of approximately $10 billion
dollars (water and sewer bonds) and be
the authorizing agent for the issuance of $5
billion dollars for power purposes by the
SFPUC. It is essential that public oversight
of this behemoth be restored to conform to
the intent of voter approved Prop P.

Brian Browne was coauthor of 2002 Prop P
and former member of the Revenue Bond
Oversight Committee it created. Feedback:
browne@westsideobserver.com

Endnotes

1 www.sfcityattorney.org/good-government/good-
government-guide)

bed number is less than CPMC’s propor-
tional share.

Unfortunately, due to profit-motivated
shutdowns of hospital-based post acute
SNFs (“rehab”) all over the city, these Sub-
acute SNF beds are and will use a portion
of the 38 remaining Hospital SNF beds left
at Davies unless the hospital provides for
more beds.

We have a long way to go in providing

adequate longterm care for low-and mod-
erate-income folks in San Francisco—but
the least we could do is offer those who
must live on life support a chance to live in
their own city.
Dr. Teresa Palmer is a geriatrician/family
physician who has worked in San Fran-
cisco for over 30 years, including at Laguna
Honda Hospital, at UCSF and at On Lok, a
program of all inclusive care for the elderly.
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Do you have a pinched nerve?

We can help.

Dear friend,

It's hard to believe, I know, but it’s true.
Last year more Americans were killed by
prescription drugs than
by guns, AIDS, suicides |
and terrorists combined
... But we'll get to that in
a minute. =

Let me start by
explaining the photo
in this letter. You know § |
when I meet people in
town they usually say,
“Oh yeah, I know you,
you are Doctor Mea-
kim. You have been on
the corner of Beach and
Jones for years”..(and
we just moved to our
new office on Clement
Street). Well, that’s me. I’'m also the woman
hugging her niece at the Jersey Shore in the
picture.

Seventeen years ago something hap-
pened that changed my life forever. I was a
young woman living in Philadelphia when
it happened. I was driving with a friend
when she missed a stop sign and rammed
into the side of another car. We were all
shaken up. The police were called and we
all went to the hospital. No one was bleed-
ing, so the doctors took some x-rays of
our neck, gave us pain meds and sent us
on our way. The next day I woke up with
pain everywhere and it just kept getting
worse. For years I tried everything that I
could find. For an escape from the pain,
I went to medical doctors, physical thera-
pists, acupuncturists, I tried special pil-
lows, and anything I thought might help.
I spent a lot of time and money. Along the
way I had two more car accidents and the
pain kept getting worse and worse. I had
developed fibromyalgia, neck pain, mid-
back pain and low-back pain with tingling
and numbness down my right arm and
leg. I was scared that something was really
wrong with me. This could not be normal.
I was only 33 years old and felt like I was
100. That is when someone told me about a
chiropractor that they thought could help.
As a matter of fact, after the first person
told me about him, two more people did
that same week. So I made an appoint-
ment with the chiropractor. Thank good-
ness that they took the time to help me! I
went to his office where he asked me about
my problems, did an exam, and took some
x-rays of my head and back. After that he
pointed out where my nerves were pinched
and adjusted them. The adjustment was so
light I barely felt it. I began crying as I felt
the pain leave my body for the first time in
years. It may sound strange, but I was so
happy and grateful for the relief that I still
thank him every day! After that, I knew
what I had to do. I had to become a chiro-
practor, and that’s how it happened!

I have adjusted many children within the
first 15 minutes after birth. They obviously
didn’t complain of neck pain or back pain;
I adjust them to keep them healthy... as
with all the hundreds of children I care
for in my office.

You see, it's not normal for kids to get ear
infections, asthma, allergies or a number of
other illnesses we see clear up in our office
everyday.

When the nervous system is working
correctly your internal resistance and heal-
ing powers are enhanced.

A healthy family does NOT rely on
medication to make it well. My family does
not turn to medication to seek health and
we don’t have a “medicine chest” in our
home. Due to years of advertising satura-
tion from the pharmaceutical companies
most Americans do seek health from out-
side in and most families have a “medicine
chest” filled with an average of 16 different
medications.

In an average year, the World Health
Organization (WHO) reports over 1.5

million hospitalizations due to medica-
tion. Last year the WHO reported 350,000
deaths due to medication people took...
and 160,000 were when the drugs were
prescribed  correctly.
More people died last
] year from medication
¥ than at Pear] Harbor and

Vietnam. Amazing huh?
# If drugs make people
i well, then those who take

- the most should be the
healthiest, but this sim-
ply isn't the case.
© Many people are
beginning to understand
. that health comes from
within. This is why chi-
| ropractic helps so many
people. You see, your
body can heal itself. Your body doesn't
need any help; it just can't have any interfer-
ence. With chiropractic, we don't add any-
thing to the body or take anything from it.
We find interference in the nervous system
and remove it, thus enhancing the healing
capacities of the body.

We get tremendous results ... it really is
as simple as that.

For the past eight years, people from San
Francisco and the surrounding area have
come to see me with their pinched nerve
problems.

« Headaches

« Migraines

+ Chronic Pain

o Neck pain

o Shoulder/arm pain

o Whiplash from car accidents

« Backaches

o Numbness in limbs

« Athletic injuries, just to name a few.

Here is what some of your neighbors
have said:

“T had back pain for 15 plus years and two
back operations. Now I play tennis, sit at my
computer and enjoy an active pain free life!
Thank you Dr. Meakim!” — A. McGrath

“All possible medicines and doctors, you
made a miracle taking away my pain!! I
am a happy wife and mother again!” — L
Igudesman

“I have had chronic neck, shoulder and
arm pain for the last 4 years. After seeing Dr.
Meakim I can now twist off caps, button/zip
my own pants and there is no longer a need
for me to ice my arm in the morning and
night! 1 feel more energetic, and can move
my arm and neck pain free!” — C. Brubaker

My qualifications:

I am a graduate of Palmer College of
Chiropractic, I have published articles in
leading chiropractic journals and taught
chiropractic to chiropractors! I've been
helping your neighbors in San Francisco
since 2004. T've been entrusted to take
care of tiny babies to athletes that you may
know.

My assistants are Miranda and Nancy
and they are friendly and helpful and ready
to assist you to set up an evaluation. Our
clinic is both friendly and warm and we try
our best to make you feel at home. We have
wonderful service at an exceptional fee.
Our clinic is called Healthy Life Chiroprac-
tic and it is at 101 Clement Street (at the
corner of Clement St. and 2nd Avenue).
Our phone number is 415-751-7071. Call
today for an appointment. We can help
you.

Thank you.—Dr. Christina Meakim D.C.

P.S. When accompanied by the first fam-
ily member, I am also offering the second
family member this same examination for
only $17.

PPS. Can you imagine not having to
wait at a doctor’s office? Well, your time
is as valuable as mine. That's why we have
a no-wait policy. You will be seen within
minutes of your appointment.

PPPS. Of course, all people respond dif-
ferently to care.



Midtown Terrace May 26, 1958 Ne\;vscopy: “LATEST BIG S.F. HOME DEVELOPMENT—Scene of San Francisco’s latest major home development now under con

struction on the western slopes of Twin Peaks and Sutro Forest. First of the new Sun-
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stream Homes in the Midtown Terrace project will be opened to the public June 4. Mayor Christopher will officiate at the opening ceremonies.” Permission from the San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library.

Preserving Neighborhood Characteristics and Build More Housing

by Howard Straggner

mostly preserved. Now we will describe how additional housing and services might fit into

our neighborhood while preserving these characteristics for the surrounding neighborhood.
Firstly, this housing must be located near good transit to maintain the characteristic of low congestion
levels. For San Francisco good transit means at least the number of ‘U cars, plus the 28s that currently
cross in one direction at Taraval and Nineteenth during the morning peak. Since I live only a few
blocks from this intersection I feel competent to describe the housing and accept the impacts.

L ast month we described the essential Westside neighborhood characteristics which should be

Before we start you must be asking; why do we need
more housing for our neighborhood? We are told that San
Francisco needs more affordable housing. We may think
that our children and grandchildren will not need afford-
able housing, but they do need housing. Then we should
wonder if they can afford to live anywhere near us with-
out a level of support which we may not be able to afford.
Beyond our gifted progeny. the people who provide us
and them with desired services do need affordable hous-
ing. Then we might also wonder where we will live near
our neighborhood when we are ready to downsize.

To start, visualize the results of rezoning a block at the
intersection of good transit, bounded by Taraval, 20th,
Santiago and 19". Suppose that this block could have
twelve story buildings if the developer guaranteed to
maintain the essential Westside neighborhood character-
istics. The developer will build the economically-proven
twelve story with reinforced concrete, used in the original
Park Merced and approved again for an expanded Park
Merced. My guess that there would be five, 12 story high
by 200 foot long by about 60 feet wide apartment houses,
spaced about 90 feet apart on the block. The space between
the buildings would be filled with five story buildings.
Vancouver has some high density areas like this. The
lower stories of the taller apartment houses and spaces
between would have: minimal parking, to maintain the
low congestion characteristic of the neighborhood; some

————— Sior Sinarts / Anise . M)attison
Convalescence
By Anige J. Matteson, CBF

am convalescing from a sudden illness. Thus, the topic for an

I upcoming article: Sudden Illness.

Every year I assume the role
of Advocate for National Health
Care Decisions Day (nhdd.org)
and advance care planning.

You should not wait until April
to discuss your health care and
financial planning decisions.

Anise J. Matteson, CBF is a Certified Bereavement Facilitator, retired
Registered Health Information Technician, and writer of reference
books for senior (Elder Diary: Starter Kit available at www.caring-

boomers.blogspot.com.

REMINDER: October 26 is
Make A Difference Day. A day
when people in the United States
perform acts of kindness. Maybe
you know a senior who would
welcome an act of kindness.

affordable housing; common, laundry and storage spaces
for the apartments; additional ground level commercial
to meet the needs of the additional residents and some
non-profit and smaller employment sites. Additional
child care might also be a useful addition in this space.
Commercial spaces and neighborhood services will fit
under the building side facing Taraval. The roof of the
space between the taller buildings will be private open
space for the residents. The lower stories of the apartment
houses, but above the open space level, would have some
of the required affordable units. Some of the buildings
might have assisted living units for seniors. These and the
smaller units on upper stories might be attractive living
sites for many of the older people now living in the area or
surrounding neighborhoods. There will be very few curb
cuts to garage openings in order to provide additional
parking for shoppers and visitors.

The developer of the site described above will have to
acquire buffer space around the project to preserve the
neighborhood characteristics of the nearby remaining
property owners. In this way the new buildings will be
about 300 feet away from the nearest windows of nearby
neighbors and so it should not impact neighborhood
characteristics. This buffer space will also provide some
of the required affordable housing. The developer will
have a problem to acquire the space at reasonable prices
and imminent domain may be required. We will also have

to allow the developer some time to acquire the additional
buffer space if we want this project to happen at reasonable
cost. The additional space will first provide some afford-
able housing but be available in the future for a larger but
still limited project so that the residents of a larger project
would still have short walks to transit.

San Franciscos need for more affordable housing and
the above apparently gratuitous up zoning should lead
to setting a minimum inclusionary affordable housing
requirement that is large enough to remove all of a devel-
oper’s excess profit, but also small enough to encourage
the developer to buy up a block of building sites from cur-
rent home owners with some profit. The market rate units
will help fund the affordable units with less need for public
subsidy. We will also have to preserve the rights of tenants
in any existing rent-controlled units.

With this exercise in writing we can begin to assess the
potential impacts on the Westside and San Francisco: 1)
Visual: Most people will barely see the projects; others will
say that it is offensive, and some will see a place to move
to when they get a little older. 2) Numbers: Projects like
the above and others along Nineteenth, and other sites at
intersection with good transit could add 25,000 additional
units to San Franciscos total supply while maintaining
the neighborhood characteristics of the remaining areas.
This will not provide enough housing to meet all of San
Franciscos demand and so most new housing will con-
tinue to be in other areas. Hopefully, if many of the units,
described above, are purchased by seniors, who have too
much space; want to sell a single family house and avoid
the capital gains tax, the secondary effects may create an
additional useful number of units and secondary units.
In addition San Francisco may need methods of demand
limitation. We can talk about this next month.

Howard Strassner is a former President of the Coalition for
San Francisco Neighborhoods
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OCTOBER 2019

Oct is here and with it we welcome Autumn and some of the best weather and events
in San Francisco and the Bay Area. From Fleet Week to Hardly Strictly Bluegrass to the
Italian American Festival to Halloween, there is something for everyone in the city.. Here
are a few things to check out this month:

Over to hill to Castro Street... Take the trek (or the Muni) over Portola or through the
tunnel on Sunday, Oct 6 for the annual Castro Street Fair. Live bands, great food and art
await. It’s free to enter and the fun goes from 10am - 6pm.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Music in the Park (with thousands of your friends)...
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 2019 returns for its 19th annual
festival in Golden Gate Park on Oct 4-5 and 6 in the area
around the Hellman Hollow (formerly Speedway Meadow).
Booths, food and three stages filled with bands make this
g one of the great SF Events. The festival can draw as many as
700,000 over the 3-day event.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

SF Fleet Week is back...the bay and the skies are filled with ships and planes alike as the
U.S. Navy makes their annual visit to the SF waterfront for the Fleet Week festival and
celebrations. This year the dates are from Oct 9-14. You can tour the ships starting on
Wednesday, 10/9 from 10am-2pm. On 10/11 the Festival Center opens at Marina Green
from 10-5 with a parade of ships from 11am-12pm, and an airshow from 12 noon - 4 pm,
with the acrobatic Blue Angels performing Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 3pm - 4pm
daily. (Please note: The Blue Angels may have their practice runs on Thursday 10/10, so
listen for the jets over the city!)

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Peter Frampton’s Finale... Rock icon and Blues guitarist Peter Frampton is making his
“Farewell Tour” to promote his newest album, All Blues with The Peter Frampton Band.
Frampton has announced that he will retire from regular touring at the end of this year
due to recent diagnosis of Inclusion Body Myositis (IBM). The Farewell Tour’s last show
is at Concord Pavilion on Oct 12. Catch him while you can. Additionally, his new album
continues to chart at #1 on the Billboard Blues Albums Chart after 14 weeks.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Viva Italia!...Sunday, Oct 13 is the date of this years’ Italian-American Parade. Starting
at 12:30pm, the parade moves from its start at Fishermans Wharf through the city to the
finale in North Beach. The parade (celebrated in conjunction with Columbus Day) is the
nation’s oldest, dating to 1868.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

| Get your spurs and lassos dusted off...The Rodeo is
coming to town... the 73rd Grand National Rodeo
returns to the Cow Palace (2600 Geneva Ave.) on
Oct 11-12 and 18-19. Now in its 73rd year, the Grand
National Rodeo will celebrate the time-honored tra-
dition of America’s West by presenting the best of the
best in the competitive sport of rodeo. Ticket prices
are $25 for adults Dress Circle, $45 for Box Seats and
$14 for children and seniors, and can be purchased
online at www.grandnationalrodeo.com or in-person
at the box office. Although tickets must be purchased
for the Grand National Rodeo, the Livestock Exposi-
tion, Horse Shows, Interactive Agricultural Area, and
Marketplace are FREE and open to the public. For more details visit www.cowpalace.com
, contact info@cowpalace.com or call 415-414-4100.
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Boo!... don't forget the end of Oct and Halloween! There will be ghosts and goblins
aplenty throughout the city. Here are a few Halloween=based celebrations for adults and
kids alike:

Halloween Hoopla at the Yerba Buena Gardens -10/27 from 12pm - 2pm. Free
admission with Music, crafts and a costume parade. Located in the Children’s Garden in

the Yerba Buena Gardens at 221 4th St.

Clancy’s Pumpkin Patch - the patch is open from 10/1 to 10/31
from 9am to 9pm every day. Clancy’s has a large variety of pumpkins
that are unique and not often found in other patches. You can crawl
through the hay maze or even take a hay ride through San Francisco.
“Hey, we're riding on hay!!” All the funisat 2101 Sloat Blvd. Visit their
website to learn more

California Academy of Arts and Sciences — A supernatural Hal-
loween event will take place on Sat, Oct 26 from 5 — 9pm. Trick-or- &
treating, dancing, face painting, magic shows, live animal shows, pumpkins carving,
crafts and food/beverages Note: The museum does close at 3pm, to prepare for the event.
General admission tickets (6:30pm entry) are $55 for adults and $40 for children.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Film Showing: Eleanor, First Lady of the World - Wed, Oct
23, 6:30 to 8:30 pm. This film follows the storied life of United
States First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt (Jean Stapleton in an
Emmy-nominated role) after the death of her husband, Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in 1945. At the request of
the new president, Harry Truman, Eleanor serves as a United
Nations delegate, spending much of her time contending with
dedicated anti-FDR politico John Foster Dulles. She goes on
to champion the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Celebrate UN Week and the 135th birthday of Eleanor Roos-
evelt. Merced Branch Library, 155 Winston Dr. Light refresh-
ments will be served. G, 120 mins., 1982.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Do you have an event, a neighborhood fact or just an observation to share? Drop us a line
at mitch@westsideobserver.com and share your ideas or just let us know what you think.
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How to Cope With a Financial Industry

That Doesn’t Get You
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traditional focus—even though many people don't fit the conventional mom, dad

I’ll let you in on a little secret. The financial industry has an extremely

and 1.9 kids mold.

The problem with the industry being
out of step with reality is that real regular
people may have to work harder to find
money solutions and strategies that apply
to them. Many financial professionals, and
even robo-tools, may not be geared to use
out-of-the-box thinking for less-than-con-
ventional clients.

Such a pity, as thats one of the really fun
parts of financial planning. After 20 years of
helping the LGBTQ+ community manage
their money, I've seen more variety in the
human condition than most anthropolo-
gists. My feeling is that you don't hire me
to judge you; you hire me for my judgment
about how to optimize your finances so you
can live the life you want. In other words,
I don't care if you have a penchant for the
ponies and Texas hold ‘em. I just need to
know how much you spend on them so we
can figure that into your financial plan.

If youre hiring a financial professional
to advise you, they typically should think
about all the angles that need covering to
make your money work for you—no matter
how unique your goals. Let me give you a
few examples:

« Unmarried couple. Gay or straight,
couples have many reasons for not wanting
to get married. Laws most often protect only
state-sanctioned “I dos” So you have to work-
around things such as cash flow (you cant
“give” an unmarried partner more than $14k
per year), the loss of the double step-up in
cost basis for real estate that married couples
get, or having children from a previous mar-
riage kick your lover out of the home after
youTe gone.

+ Long-term mistress—or mister.

BrioFG.com

BRIO

FINANCIAL GROUP

We're
Different,
Too.

Maybe you're married, but have been spicing
up your love life with a side dish for years.
Do you pay for their apartment? Is that
impacting your retirement savings? Do you
want to want to make special provisions for
your lover after you're gone?

« Throuples, quintouples and other
‘ouples. US. laws don't allow bigamy, so if
youre in a committed relationship with more
than one person, its up to you to protect
yourself and your partners. The more people
involved, the more complicated it gets. Some
things to think about include how to handle
cash flow and shared expenses, will you keep
one or multiple households and long-term
impacts of things like different retirement
ages.

« Blended families. We're not talking the
Brady Bunch here (though Carol and Gregs
real-life affair shows even they werent tra-
ditional). These days, families can include
stepkids, half-siblings, adoptees, surrogacies,
even uncles/aunties/de facto parents that
may not have blood ties or legal rights, but
lots of emotional ties. Inheritance can get
ugly easily. Make sure you work with some-
one who can save your loved ones from that
fate.

« Special-needs dependents. Some
financial products expect that you'll have
kids—just not ones who may need lifelong
care because of physical or mental chal-
lenges. Special-needs trusts, 529 plans and
government assistance can help. But you
also have to think about your own retire-
ment and how to keep from burdening other
kids.

o Start-up winner. Talk about not

Cont. p. 16

19 Sutter Street
San Francisco, CA
833.623.2450

Brio Consultants, LLC, is a Registered Investment Adviser. SEC registration does not constitute
an endorsement of Brio Financial Group by the SEC nor does it indicate that Brio Consultants
has attained a particular level of skill or ability. Advisory services are only offered where Brio
Consultants, LLC and its representatives are registered or exempt from licensure.




HARDLY STRICTLY BLUEGRASS o OCT 4-6 GOLVEN GATE PARK o FREE LIVE MUSIC

FriOct4|Noon—7pm- SatOct5|117am—7pm - Sun Oct 6| 11am — 7pm at Hellman Hollow (formerly
Speedway Meadows), Lindley & Marx meadows | It’s that time of year again when the organizers behind the
free, BYOB, Fall music festival in Golden Gate Park.

Acts this year will indude Emmylou Harris, Joan Collins, Calexico with Iron and Wine, Kurt Vile and the Viola-
tors, Mercury Rev with Beth Orton, Tanya Tucker and more.

Respect Neighborhoods The festival will, as usual, impact neighboring Richmond and Sunset neighborhoods as
well as those farther afield; here’s what you need to know.

Rules, equipment There’s a blanket ban on all kegs, large coolers, and “chairs that disrupt your neighbors.” Small
bags, lear backpacks and cooler bags smaller than 16 x 16, and 2.5L or less water bottles are all permitted. Blankets
and short chairs are fine, but all bags and equipment will be subject to search upon entry.

All entrances will remain closed and barred until 9 a.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Food & drink A full host of food vendors will be open for business, but Hardly Strictly reports that no alcohol will
be available for sale in the park. Instead, attendees are welcome to bring beer or wine (no hard alcohol) in cans or
plastic—no glass bottles allowed. No ATMs will be onsite for cash needs, but all vendors will accept card payment.
Traffic and transportation Hardly Strictly will take up Hellman Hollow, Lindley meadow, and Marx meadow in
Golden Gate Park. Starting Monday, Sept. 30, traffic on JFK will be restricted while crews set up. During the festival,
entrances will be available at JFK and Transverse, Fulton and 30th Ave., JFK and 36th Ave., and the South Polo Field.
Driving to the festival is strongly discouraged if you can help it. If you have to, avoid parking in driveways (you will
likely be towed). Hardly Strictly recommends trying early bird spots in local schools for paid parking: “Similar to last
year, we expect paid parking to be available on a first come first serve basis at a few lots.”

George Washington High School — 600 32nd Ave. | Argonne 680 18th Ave. | Lafayette (Sat & Sun) 4545 Anza St. @
36th Avenue | Jefferson Elementary School (Sat & Sun) 1725 Irving St. | Lawton Alternative School (Sat & Sun) 1570
31st Ave. Bike parking will be available on JFK Drive east of Crossover and at Fulton and 26th Avenue.

Ifyou plan to take public transit, give yourself plenty of time; lines adjacent to the park (5-Fulton, 7-Haight, 29-Sun-
set) all get packed early, especially towards the end of the day. (Adapted from Camden Avery on Hoodline.com)

| B

[ N | — P
WEP - SUN o HOT MIKADO
Thru Oct 13 | 6 pm | Wed-Thu 7 pm | Fri 8 pm [Sat 6
pm | Sun 3pm | Hot Mikado amps up the Gilbert and
Sullivan masterpiece with a killer jazz interpretation
performed by a multicultural cast who will have you
dancing in the aisles!. Gateway Theatre, 215 Jackson
St. TIX $30-75 at 42ndstmoon.org or (415) 255-8207

FRI o OVERLAND T0 CALIFORNIA
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EVERY SUNDAY e FARMERS MARKET

Farmers Market | Every Sun | 9 am-1 pm | Fresh
fruits and vegetables stars in this popular market, rear
parking lot: Stonestown (19th Ave @ Winston).

EVERY SUNDAY o VICTORIAN TOUR

Sundays | 2 pm | Victorian era architecture Lafayette
Square. SF's illustrious history, steep streets & fabu- |
lous views! 1801 Bush St. garden. Donations MUNI 1, |
3. Check out many tours of SF: INFO: sfcityquides.org

SUNDAYS o FREE COMMUNITY YOGA

Ky - ."-.. :f- v - 1 - -
Ongoing Thru Oct 20 | 11 am - 5 pm | Overland to
(alifornia -vast archival and photographic collec-
tions to consider the railroad’s impact on the indus-
try and culture of California. Featuring photographs,
stereocards, historical objects, and ephemera. It also
examines the complex labor history, the immigrant
populations who built it & the scandals. Calif. Histori-
cal Society, 678 Mission St., 415.357.1848

THU o QUTER RESIPENTS
Thu Oct 3 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm | Outer Sunset Parkside

Every Sun | 10 am | Bring Your Own Mat for outdoor
yoga at Playland at 43rd Ave. All classes are FREE and
DROP IN. (Rain cancels.) 1360 43rd Ave & Judah. Can-
cellations: Playland Yoga Facebook Page.

EVERY TUES o QUE SYRAH HAPPY HOUR

Every Tue Happy Hour | 4-8 pm | Que Syrah Wine
Bar. Take $1 off each glass, 10% off each bottle (con-
sumed on site). 230 West Portal Ave 731-7000

e

EVERY THURS o NIGHTLIFE

Every Thu | 6-10 pm | The Academy of Sciences
brings live music, science, mingling and coctails. GG
Park $12 ($10 Members). calacademy.org/nightlife.

FRIVAYS o TEEN COMPUTER CORPS

Fri | 4-5:30 pm | Trouble with Technology? We can
help with kindles, email, laptops, tablets, cell phones
and other electronic gadgets at the Parkside Branch,
1200 Taraval. Info: 415-355-5770.

SATURPAYS e COMPUTER HELP

Sat| 2-4 pm | Drop-in help with a teen tech savvy vol-
unteer! Bring your laptop, eReaders, gadgets, digital
cameras, tablets or cell phones and we can help you
learn how to use it. West Portal Branch, 190 Lenox.

EVERY FRI o OFF THE GRIP FOOP TRUCKS

Every Fri | 5-10 pm | More than 30 food vendors in a
huge circle with a full bar, bands and DJs? Now that’s
a party; California’s largest weekly street food market.
Fort Mason Center 2 Marina Blvd. Thru Oct. 25th.

=% Fri Oct 4|7-11 pm | It’s a hot version of “Summer-

Residents Assn. (OSPRA). New management for
Stonestown - wants input from the community about
what they would like to see in the future. Ortega Li-
brary, 3223 Ortega St. mediasusan2@gmail.com

THU o PEQPLE OF PARKSIPE

Thu Oct 3 | 7 pm | Prop C and opposition to offshore
oil drilling as well as Sup. Gordon Mar will present
at the POPS meeting is at the Taraval Police Station,
2345 24th Ave. POPs meets very first Thursday of the

FRI o MARY POPPINS RETURNS

Fri Oct 4| 6:15 Kids Activities - 7pm Show | Movies
at McCoppin Square, the magic show. 1200 Taraval St.

FRI o JOHN KALLEEN GROUP
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time,” a cool version of “Footsteps” and beautifully
crafted originals! The JKG is a jazz quartet in the classic
style. Cliff House, 1090 Point Lobos.

Join us for these Cliff House Weekly Favorites

+ Zinc Bar Happy Hour, Monday — Friday, 4:00 to 6:00 pm
+ Wine Lovers’ Tuesday — Half Priced Bottled Wines*

* Bistro Wednesday Nights — $35 Three-Course Prix Fixe

+ Friday Night Jazz in the Balcony Lounge

+ Sunday Champagne Brunch Buffet

*Some restrictions apply. Promotions are not valid on holidays.

guide John A. Martini. John’s walks
offered in September and October.

Guided Historical Walks

Spend a memorable Saturday morning exploring
Lands End. Start with a continental breakfast at
the historic Cliff House then walk through Adolph
Sutro’s magical ‘kingdom by the sea’ with historian

For more information and to make reservations visit clifthouse.com/history-walk.

will be

1090 Point Lobos 415-386-3330 CliffHouse.com

TUE o LIFE ALONG THE PT. LOBOS ROAD

Tue Oct 8 | 7:30 - 9 pm | Life Along The Pt. Lobos
Road: Early SF Life West Of Masonic. Map aficionado
Jim Schein examines early maps and photos of de-
velopments and road heading west from Masonic out
to Ocean beach. SF Historical Society, $10, $5 seniors,
students, teachers, and people with disabilities. sthis-
tory.org. At Roosevelt Middle School, 460 Arguello

Blvd. On-site parking -Palm Ave.

W WED o SEISMIC SAFETY
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Wed Oct 9|3 pm | The Seismic Safety Outreach team
will provide hands-on training and education on how
residents, both young and old, can prepare before,
during and after an earthquake. Conducted with
(antonese translation request. This 3-week workshop
meets on Oct 2, 9 and 16. Ocean View Branch, 345
Randolph St.

THU/ONGOING o LITQUAKE

Oct 10-19 | Various venues | SF's literary festival,
now in its 19th year. Events are all-ages unless noted
otherwise. Book sales are offered when and where ap-
propriate. Events without ticket reservations are first-
come first served. Info: litquake.org

THU » WILPHOOD AUTHORS

Thu Oct 10 | 7 pm | Barbara [ ...
Natterson-Horowitz & Kathryn . =77
Bowers. authors of Wildhood. a
revelatory investigation of hu-
man and animal adolescence and
young adulthood from the New !
York Times bestselling authors of
Zoobiquity. Bookshop West Portal,
80 West Portal.

FRI o GRAND NATIONAL ROPEO

WILDHOOD

Tae Fpr bssrmry from
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Fri-Sat Oct 11-12 & 18-19 | One of the largest rodeos in
the US. Held annually in the Cow Palace, it brings rodeo
to an urban audience. It is also a county agricultural fair,

run by the California Department of Food and Agricul-
ture. 4-H club / Future Farmers of America events include
sheep, cattle, goats, rabbits, and pigs are judged and
open to the public. 2600 Geneva Ave, Daly City

FRI o CRAZY RICH ASIANS

Fri Oct 11| 6:15 Kids Activities - 7pm Show | Mov-
ies at McCoppin Square, Asian pageant Queens + Lion
dance. 1200 Taraval St.

FRI o LUNA VISTA QUARTET
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Fri Oct 11| 7-11 pm | LVQ features flute, congas, an
a group of fantastic Bay area musicians that span from
Cuba, Peru, Canada and Mexico. Mambos, cha-chas,
boleros and Latin standards delight the listener. Cliff
House, 1090 Pt. Lobos

SAT-SUN o 1007 COLUMBUS DAY BAZAAR

Sat-Sun Oct 12-13 | 10 am-7pm | lconic American,
Italian, and Asian foods; an abundance of Camival games
and activities; plus great entertainment and community
fun. Spend the weekend in North Beach enjoying the
Italian Heritage Parade. Peter and Paul, 660 Filbert St.

SAT o OCEAN BEACH FESTIVAL

Sat Oct 12 | 11am - 5pm | Celebrate the amazing
neighborhood and community we live and work in,
the Outer Sunset!!! We will have live music, art, crafts,
beer/wine booths, pumpkin patch, kids activities, food
trucks and more! at Noriega & 45th Ave.

SUN o 15187 [TALIAN HERITAGE PAR ADE

Sun Oct 13 | 12:30 pm | The Parade action begins
at the foot of Jefferson and Powell Streets in Fisher-

BOOKSHOP
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September ‘19 Mg )
BESTSELLERS &
1. TheTestaments Margaret Atwood

2. Something Deeply Hidden: Quantum Worlds and
the Emergence of Spacetime Sean Carroll *

. Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know about
the People We Don’t Know Malcolm Gladwell

4, Akin Emma Donoghue *

5. ABetter Man Louise Penny

. Call Sign Chaos: Learning to Lead Jim Mattis

7. The Water Dancer Ta-Nehisi Coates

8. Permanent Record Edward Snowden

9. Rebooting Al: Building Artificial Intelligence We
CanTrust Gary Marcus & Ernest Davis *

10. Nickel Boys Colson Whitehead

11. Equality: An American Dilemma, 1866-1896
Charles Postel *

12. The Dutch House Ann Patchett

13. The Institute Stephen King

14. Becoming Michelle Obama

15. Educated: A Memoir Tara Westover

* Spoke at BookShop West Portal; signed copies available

WHAT ARE YOU READING?
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man’s Wharf, proceeds south through North Beach on
Columbus Avenue and ends in Washington Square in
front of Saints Peter and Paul Church.

TUE o FOOP OF THE GOPS - CHOCOLATE

Tue Oct 15| 6353| Alft:or and food educator, KJ Lan-
dis will introduce the history and heath benefits of
chocolate. Sample a spectrum, from inexpensive milk
chocolates to luxurious and healthy extra dark choco-
lates. West Portal Branch, 190 Lenox.

TUE « ANNUAL POOL T0SS

Tue Oct 15 | 6-9:30 pm | Fabulous food and a wet-
and-wild celebrity auction pool toss, benefiting
Tenderloin After-School Program (TASP)! Every Oc-
tober, local leaders take the plunge at the Phoenix
Hotel to raise funds that help families thrive. $125
& up, tndc.org, 601 Eddy. Phoenix Hotel 601 Eddy St

THU o AUTHOR LESLIE CAROL ROBERTS

Thu Oct 17| 7 pm | In this eco- [
memoir, each place provides
exactly the scaffolding needed i
to survive, with nature serving
as the tonic. Here is Where | Walk
shows how we can find our place, %
not only in nature but within our- §
selves. Bookshop West Portal, 80
West Portal.

FRI o ANT MAN & THE WASP

Fri Oct 18 6:15 Kids Activities - 7pm Show | Movies
at McCoppin Square, Film Crew talks about the mak-
ing of the movie + insects. 1200 Taraval St.

FRI ¢ MARK SOWLAKIS, CLARINET & SAX
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Fri Oct 18| 7-11 pm | Mark is an active freelance mu-
sician in the Bay Area and maintains a busy private
teaching practice in the Bay Area. He has three record-
ings to his credit. Cliff House, 1090 Pt. Lobos.

SAT o SFUSD ENROLLMENT FAIR

Sat Oct 19| 9 am — 2 pm | This is an opportunity
for families to meet representatives from all SFUSD
schools in one place. Learn about language pro-
grams, special education, how to apply and more. This
family-friendly event is open to the public (no regis-
tration required). Bilingual staff can assist in English,
Spanish and Chinese. John 0’Connell High, 2355 Fol-
som St. (19th &20th St.)

SAT «CORSI CON -
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Sat Oct 19 | 10am-2pm | Ocean Beach in San Fran-

Corgsco. Between Stairwell 2 and 5. Close to the Cliff
House. Lookin Furword to it!

THU o AUTHOR RHONDA V. MAGEE

Thu Oct 24| 7 pm | It is only
by healing from injustices and

%

INNER

dissolving our personal bar- WORK
fiers to connection that we R ACPAL
develop the ability to view

JUSTICE
others with compassion and e
to live in community with
people of vastly different
backgrounds and viewpoints. |
The Inner Work of Racial Justice offers a road map to a
more peaceful world. Bookshop West Portal, 80 West
Portal..

THU o OMI NEIGHBORS IN ACTION

Thu Oct 24 | 7 pm | OMI-NIA General Meeting at
Temple UMC, 65 Beverly. (Every 4th Thu)

FRI-SUN o FREE DAY @ ACAD OF SCIENCES
Fri-Sat Oct 25-27 | Fri - Sat: 9:30 am — 5 pm | Sun:
11am - 5 pm | Free admission on designated week-

BHONDA Y, MAGEE
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SAT o AUTHOR PAUL PREXLER

- R e WL < L0,
ends for Neighborhoods: Zip Codes: 94114, 94116,
94122, 94127, 94131, 94132 Visiting adults are lim-
ited to six children free entry. For proof of residency
requirments:  calacademy.org/neighborhood-free-
weekends. California Academy of Sciences, Golden
Gate Park.

FRI o INCREPIBLES 2
Fri Oct 4| 6:15 Kids Activities - 7pm Show | Movies
at McCoppin Square, Costume Contest! 1200 Taraval St

FRI o HARD BOP COLLECTIVE

Fri Oct 25 |7 pm | Hard Bop Collective was formed in
2011 to make energetic, swinging music with a strong
sense of tradition accessible and fun for the audience.
Featuring Daniel Casares, Jordan Samuels, Tomoko Fu-
naki & Austin Lee Harris! Cliffhouse, 1090 Point Lobos.

MON o CENTRAL COUNCIL

Mon Oct 28 | 7:30 pm | West of Twin Peaks Central
Council meets to discuss local topics on the 4th Mon
each month. Forest Hills Clubhouse, 381 Magellan
Ave. westoftwinpeaks.org

TUE o AUTHORS CLAYTON & RAMZIPOOR

Tue Oct 29| 7 pm | In Meg Waite
Clayton’s “The Last Train to Lon-
don, Tante Truus, sets off in a race |~
against time to lead hundreds of :
children on a perilous journey to 4
freedom, determined to save as \i
many children as she can.
— In E. R. Ramzipoor’s “The Ventri-
i liquists” An unforgettable cast of
I~ lA ," Bl characters and stunning histori-
E B cal detail of extraordinary acts of
' r to undermine the Reich
VENTRILOQUISTS [eamie

by unlikely heroes who orches-
gee trated the most stunning feats of

It journalism in modern history.

SAT o AUTHOR WENDY GORTON

Sat Nov 2 | 7 pm | California
is a magnificent natural play-
ground, and Gorton helps
them explore its beaches, des- £
erts, mountains, and forests. &
Scavenger hunts make it fun. [
50 Hikes With Kids: California * 2
includes a detailed map, trust- K55

worthy and intuitive directions, a difficulty rating,

w  restroom info, and places to grab a snack nearby for

every trip. Bookshop West Portal, 80 West Portal.

® Sat Nov 2|2 pm | Paul Drex-
', ler, a celebrated San Francisco
crime historian and writer,
will present his book Notori-
ous San Francisco: True Tales
of Crime, Passion, and Mur-
der, which contains 20 tales of
serial killers, deadly women,
< con-men, masters of escape,
Paul D and unsolved mysteries.

TUES o AUTHOR JOAN C. WILLIAMS

NOTORIOUS
SAN FRANCISCO

Tue Nov 5|7 pm | Around the world, populist move-

WHITE
WORKING
CLASS

ments are gaining traction.
Meanwhile, members of the
professional elite—journal-
ists, managers, and estab-
lishment politicians—are on
the outside looking in. White
Working Class, Overcoming (o Dvecoming

Class Cluelessness In America,
examines in detail. Bookshop
West Portal, 80 West Portal.

Got An Event? Westside Events Get Priority
editor@westsideobserver.com
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Keeping My Powder Dry
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through it, I quietly asked the question, “What’s all the fuss about? You could

The first time I saw Hamilton was in San Francisco and after yawing my way

buy a round trip ticket to Europe for the price of admission and the wait for
a ticket is endless. 'm not much of a theater goer but I've certainly seen a few of the
well-known productions. Phantom of the Opera, Fiddler on the Roof, and my all-time
favorite, Les Miserables to name a few. So in all fairness I thought I would give Hamilton
one more try and what better opportunity than during our recent visit to Chicago.

The theater was not as crowded, the
ticket prices were a bit
more manageable and
guess what? I actually
enjoyed it except for the
fact that for the next 3
days that one line kept
jumping in my head and
would not let go, “T am
not throwing away my §}
shot”, “I am not throw- = -
ing away my shot”. After sitting through it
one more time I saw it in a new light and I
must admit it was a much better cast than
the San Francisco production but equally
as enjoyable was our visit to the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago located in Grant Park
where we enjoyed the exhibit of Edouard
Manet’s paintings. The Art Institute was
founded in 1879 and is one of the oldest

and largest museums in the United States.
The exhibits were beautifully displayed
and I managed to take endless photos but
one of his most famous paintings and most
scandalous “Lunch on the Grass”, was to
be admired only in book form.

The museum has an endless display of

Money Matters (Cont.fromp. 14)

normal. Who earns millions in their twen-
ties? But hey, if you're one of those fortunate
ones, be smart. Know it wont last, and plan
for your future. Yes, you can afford the house
and boat and motorcycle. But did you plan
for ongoing maintenance, taxes, insurance
and all the other expenses these toys come
with? How many friends and family can you
really help? Best to work with someone right
off the bat to help protect that fortune before
it vanishes.

This barely touches on the variety of
less-than-traditional lifestyles and the
challenges they present. My point is to
illustrate that 1) whoever you are should
be perfectly fine with whomever is advis-
ing you and 2) the industry’s conventional
bent won't hamstring you if your financial

S

chamber orchestra

Ben Simon,
music director

MAINSTAGE CONCERTS

The Most
Famous Symphony
Ever Written

FRI OCT 25, 2019
@ 7:30PM

Herbst Theater
401 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco

your understanding and appreciation

of this masterpiece with a guided ;

musical tour led by Ben Simon

and the SFCO, followed by a full - ‘

performance. Plus a dramatic - ]
A A

world-renowned artists such as Vincent
Van Gogh, Grant Wood,
8 Edward Hopper, Henri
Matisse and Claude
Monet. Claude Monet?
Didnt we see him
recently at the de Young
museum in San Fran-
cisco? The paintings
were from his later years
and again it brought
back so many fond memories of our visit
to his home and gardens in Giverny where
we got a chance to take a few photos stand-
ing on his Japanese Bridge spanning his
infamous water lily pond and then fol-
lowed the arbor-covered pathway to the
main entrance of his house. From Hamil-
ton to Manet to Monet. Quite a range of
talent as we went from bullets to bulbs,

R e TR
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from lasting impressions to impression-
ists. So much fun but that song still rings
in my ears.

Sergio gets around—the world. Feedback:
sergio@westsideobserver.com

advisor takes the time to listen and think
in new ways to make your dreams come
true. Even if that is miles away from a life
with a picket fence and 1.9 kids.

The opinions expressed in this article are
for general informational purposes only and
are not intended to provide specific advice
or recommendations for any individual or
on any specific security.

Brio Financial Group is a registered
investment adviser. Advisory services are
only offered to clients or prospective clients
where Brio Financial Group and its repre-
sentatives are properly licensed or exempt
from licensure. No advice may be rendered
by Brio Financial Group unless a client ser-
vice agreement is in place.

Priceless
Music, AN
Absolutely
Free
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Beethoven’s-Fifth Symphony is a revolutionary;

ot |

work that has thrilled audiences since'its
premiere in 1808. Find out why, and deepen
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overture by Emilie Mayer, 19th

century Germany’s most popular \ f

THESFCO.ORG

and prolific woman composer.




